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The Absolute in the Life of Jesus 


Chanter I 


Statement of Probiem 


find the "absolute" - if any - in the life and teach- 


‘ings of Jesus. I shall try to show the "absolute" 
that ruled his ac 
that he preached to his disciples and followers. 
Both "absolutes" merge into one . | 
Before going further, Il should s 
‘that no matter what is said in this paper about -the 
person and teachings of Jesus, TI still consider Him 


the greatest moral leader that ever walked the face 


As a man starting a handicap race 
does not know what lies ahead, so was it with me as 
I statted on this semreh for the Neahbsolute”" in the 


Life of Jesus. And as the search progressed, the 


difficulties beeame greater and greaver. 
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| rents themselves. They offer many baffling 
“problems to the student who solvestheir riddles, a'sc 
questions of authenticity, of contradictions, of silences, 
of over-emphases, emendations, editorial redactions, 

and date of writing. Secondly, there are the writers 
themselves. Do they have peculiar ideas ? Do they have 
some particular slant which would bias the reader ? 

Did they write accurately ? And many other similar 
questions. hirdly, there is the question of interpretation. 
When two famous scholars @iffer diametrically on sove 
easy passage, what am I to do ? Yash there is 

Jesus' life itself. Is it consistent withitscelf ? Is 

he subject to his environment,etc,? Other difficulties 


will reveal themselves as the search continues. 
Definitions 


Jesus, it is obvious whonI mean. 
He is the individual who is reputed in the Bible to 
have been born of a virgin, to have increased in wisdom, 
stature, ang favor with God and “en. +o have spent a short 


‘time preaching up and down Palestine tw thousand years 


ago, and to have been erucified,and rigen. 


By “absolute”, I mean some key 
which will unlock the life and teachings of “esus. 


oe word or phrase which will interpret all that he 


said and did, Some universal principle which will 


a underlie all his life. For example, suppose tne 


a Bpeecute turns’ out to be “the family of God". Then 


phrase will explain all that Jesus said and did 
co 
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miming his life. 
Method of Procegdure 


In my sepals for the absolute, 

- I must first find the most authentic works on the 

life of Jesus. Where can 1 find the truest historical 
picture of Jesus ? In the Bible? Yes, but I shall 
arbitrarily rule out the 01d testament except for a 

Pox minor references to throw some Light on the 

ore under consideration. And although some of 

the Pauline literature is prior to Mark, that shall not 

be used for source material as neither time nor Pe 


permit. Likewise, the Fourth Gosp@e will be omitted from 


the discussion. 


Matthew, Mark, and Iuke thus remain 
as the best sources for the study. But they are by no 
means infallible. They need revision also. Instead of 
through these three books verse by verse to decide 
are euthentic, I shall assume the authority of some 
previous scholar. In looking through the field for some 
such analysis, 1 found no one who qualified as to my 
specifications: namely, some analysis,verse by” verse, 
which would state whether or no that section was 


authentic... All the standard commentaries failed to reveal 


such a chart. Books likeStreeter's "Four Gospels" and 


wT 


Moffatt's "Introduction to the Literature of the New 


Testament” and Montefiore's "Synoptic Gospels" offered 
- the best individual treatises, but they did not. suffice. 
So I have decidied to use the work of Mr. Buckner in 
his 1936 thesis. It seemed most complete and adequate 
for an attack on my first problem. His thesis is the 
result of a year's work and is based primarily on the 
following men: Wendt, 1896; Feine,1891; Roehrich 1997; 
B,Weiss,1898; Hawkins, 1899; Huck,1901; Holtzmann,1901; 
Reville,1901; Wernle,1904; Burton,1904; Wellhaugen, 1904; 
Harnack, 1906; J.Weiss,1906; Von Soden,1907; Barth, 1907; 
Stanten,1909; Patton, 1915; Bacon,1925; Streeter ,1925; 


-“Haton,19266 Taylor,1926; Montefiore,1927. 


Mr. Buckner used the sections in the 

Burton and Goodspeed"Narmony of the Gospels% He was 

listed in three parallel columns the scripture references 
covering the topics listed. His chart shows the most 
primitive passages underlined. By primitive he means 

the source which was lesst colored by the authar, that which 
4a the le-st biasec. Then in addition to detrmining which 
was “he most primitive, he also decided which was the 
historical and which non-historical. I am using only those 


passages which he considered both primitive and historical. 


With the exception of two or three 


‘ . eave 
sections (e.g. #53), I am accepting in toto the results 


of Mr. Buckmergs work without any risk,for in four 


oe : ne ‘ ‘ end 
(different sections which I examined indepently of his 
scholarship I found him in perfect accord with my 


decisions. 


In Chapter 2 will be found the bulk of my 
work. It is a seetion by section "Analysis" of the 
primitive, historical passages in the Gospels. I 

first divided the sayings from the deeds, listing them 
separately under "said" and "did". When I transposed 
these charts onto this thesés paver, I listed them 

up -and down instead of across. ises chapter 2). Just 
why I did that will be explained in Chapter 2. In 
ada@ition to the above mantioned division, I also 
analyzed each sect’on for the ruling motive of Jesus' 
action or word, With some of the more important 
quotations from each of the sections, I have put 

some comments about the proper use of that passage into 
the final purpose of the paper. Each one of these 
sections (except for a very few) has an important bearing 


on the coneglusion drawn, 


Because Chapter 2 revealed the overwhelmingly 
Peunaera Pthat the "Kingdom of God" played in the 

life and message of Jesus, I proceed in Chapter 5 to 

show that it is the only possible key to. nie Lite, 

Various interpretations are tried, »s"love"™ and elroubh, 
but they all fail, The kingdom of God is the only possible 


solution to the first part of my search for the absolute. 


fe ee 


i 


‘I conelude the chapter with my main ce ntention: "that Jesus! 
whole life was predominated by the idea of the Kingdom 
of God" and that his idea of the kingdom was definitely 


eschatological. 


Chapter 4 is an attempt to refute those 
who rule out the eschatological element in the message 
and life of Jesus; then to establish on scriptural grounds 


the fact of the escHeatological in his teachings. 
Haven proven that fact, I proceed in 


Chapter 5 to the search for the absolute in the kingdom. 

I arrive at the belief of the "Interimséthik" as the only 
scholarly and sensible interpretation of the life of Jesus. 
Chapter 6 is only an addendam,speaking about 
one of the apparent corallaryes of the result of the study 
| made in Chapter 5. I maintain that Jesus preached and 

| lived a "conditional ethic", but that his ethic is juss 
as true today as it was then. Bag words have becone 
universal, instead of staying particularistic. 

| Affixed to that Conclusion is a more 


personal one, which is also more emotional than 


intellectual. 
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A Harmony of 


The Synoptic Gospels by Burton 


and Goodspeed 


Part 1 
The Infancy Narratives 
1, Imke's Preface 


Primitive and historical, but adds nothing to solution of 


_ the problem. 
2, The Genealogy (Matt.) 


Primitive, but unhistorical. 


%, The Birth of John Promised 
Primitive, but unhistorical. 

4, The annunciation to Mary 
Primitive, but unhistorical. 


5, The annunciation to Joseph 
Primitive, but unhistorical. 
6, Mary's visit to Blizabeth 
3 Wir. se 139-56 


Nothing which adds to the solution of the search for an 


absolute standard except by indirect inference. If any 


stock is placed in the "Kingdom of God" theory, ( as I 


shall try to show later), then the belief of Mary about 


the birth of Jesus is important. For she says: "from 


henceforth all generations shall call me blessed"(48). 


| Undoubtedly, this view was imparted to Jesus unconsciously 


a if not consciously. Although Jesus later came to believe 
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he was the Son of God, this passage is not very helpful. 
Jesus did: leapt in her womb (44). 


7, Birth of John the Baptist 


Primitive and historical, but adds nothing. 


Primitive, but unhistorical. 
9, The angels and the shepards 


Primitive, but unhistorical 

10. The circumcision 
Primitive and historical, but adds nothing except the belief 
that Jesus was named be the angel. 

11. The Presentation in the Temple 
Primitive and historical, but adds nothing except another 
prophesy about Jepps. Simeon believes he sees the Lord's 
Christ. His statement strongly suggests the messianic 
hope or the kingdom of God: "For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, which has been prepared before all peoples; a 
light of revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 
seople Israel".(30-22). Undoubtedly all these stories 
were told to Jessa in his youth and definitely influenced 
his later thinking, especially the baptism, the temptation, 
(partly depending on which chronology is uged), the Caesarea 
Philippi incident, and the trial scene. 

12, The wise men from the Hast 


Primitive, but uvhistorical. 


13. The flight hey 


into 


Primitive, but unh storical. 
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14, Childhood at “azareth 
Jesus did: grew, waxed st ong, filled with wisdom; and also, 
the grace of God was uponhim. 
Jespse said: nothing. 

15. Vieit to <erugalem 
Jesus did: went to Jerusalem at age of twelve; tarried in the 
. temple; astonished the teachers with his undertétanding and — 
answers. 
Jesus said: "knew ye not that I must be in my Fether's house phy 
This statement seems to vitiate any earlier reference to the 
belief of Mary that Jesus was the 'Son of God' for his parents 
do not understand him. But all of these incidents ave import - 
ant in making the final picture of Jesus and his standard. 
Each one of these incidents by itself probably can be account- 
ed for, but taken all together there is some indication 
about Jesus early in life believing he was the "Son of Goa. 


16. Eighteen years in Nazareth 


Jesus did: advanced in wisdom, anc stature, and in favor 


'-with God and men. 


Although Mary did not understand all these"things" at Jerusalem, 


she kept them in her heart; and probably tnconsciously in- 


fluenced the mind of Jesus. 
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Part 2 


The Period of Preparation 


17. The ministry of the Baptist 

Tk. 3:2,2,5,6; Mk. 1:4-6; Lk, 1:7-15; Ik. 1:79; Lk 1:17,18; 
Orly... 

Jesus did: nothing 

“esus aaid: nothing 

fonn here prophesies Jesus who shall baptize with the Holy 

Spirit (Mk1:8), also of the"end" in L 3: 17, 18: ia the mes— 

aphor of the threshing floor. Doubtless this statement coming 
from one so great as John had some influence on the mind of Jesus. 
| 18. The Baptism of Jesus 

Mk. 1:9-11 

Jesus did: “he saw” the Spirit; and a voice came out of heaven, 
"Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I am well pleased". some | 
eritics fekl that this passage represents the first time that 
Jesus is actually conscious of his mission; others sey it is 

just a step in a development; still others maintain it only 

Pan indication of the way he felt ever since birth. I shall 
leave my comment until the end of this analysis. 


19. The temptation 


Primitive, but unhistorical. 
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Part 3 aaa 


The Gallilean Ministry 


Fs The departure into Galilee 
mee oe Le, S28, O9 . 


Jesus did: preached the gospel of God; entered into synagog- 
ues, and cast out demons, 

Jesus said: the kingdom of God ( if in Mt. the "kingdom of 
heaven") is at hand; believe in the gospel. 

It is significant that the very first word of Jesus is on the 
"Kingdom". From here on, this seems to be the one ruling 
purpose in his life. His ethies and his religion and his 
life are all measured in terms of "the kingdom of God". 

But obviously, if that is to be mgr answer to the question 
or Jesus’ absolute standard of conduct, I must search his 


5 


teachings and doings for an interpretation of what he 

meant by it. As this analysis progresses, the various 

types of kingdoms will be made manifest. 

. 21. The Rejection at N zareth 

Mk. 6:1-6; L4: 17-20. 

Be aus did: came into own country; taught in synagogue; read the. 
from Isaiah; ( I omit the passage:"Todey hath this seripture 
been fulfillec in your ears")(which,of ec urse, would have 
strengthened my position); could »¢t perform no mighty works 
because of their unbelief. 

Jesus g@add: a prophet is not, etc. 

By entering the synagogue and reading from the O1& testament, 
Jesus showed he did not wish to break with the "Old" at least 
yet. Klausner maintains that Yesus never did break with 
Judaism (See 8th Book, Ch. 2, pp.365-368, in his Jesus of 


I) zareth), whereas headlam answers - probably not purposely- 
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me p. 220, The Life and Teachings of Jesus the 


th regard to their'unbelief' Jesus could not do his healings 
without the help of Sher’ Beavis, or if he covld, he did not. 
tre Moffatt translation says:"There he could Ao Cae 6:5) 

fe, the Call ‘of the Four 

Mik 1:16-20-1 5:3b-9. 

Jesus did: put out in a boat; preached; showed them where they 
cauld catch a multitude of fishes; called the Four without 

any apparent knowledge of them prior to that meeting. 

Jesus @aid: "Come..and I will make you fishers of men". Mk.1:1%. 
Probably Simon Peter's "Depart from.me,for I am a sinful man”, 
which followed the catching of the multitude of fishes and 

not the speaking that Jesus did, showed Jesus that some 

people would be converted by tworks' and not preaching. 
‘This calling of the Four also showed that JeBHB Was by now 
means confident that the kingdom would cone immediately; for he 
starts out to choose his disciples which does not stop until 


he has many of them; first the twelve, then the sementy. 


8 
did: still entering the synagogues and casting out 
demons; healed the sick; did great things. 
Jesus said: nothing. 

primarily 

Jesus is very popular, because of his healings and casting out 
of demons. 
24, A day in Capernaum 
Mr, 2: 21-24; 3:11. 


Jesus did: entered into synagocue; taught with authority, cast 


mother and many 
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iseases; and would no’ allow evil spirits 


psus said: "Hold thy peace and come out of him™ (Ik 25 ye 


Here I shall pause for a comment on the motivat on of Jesus! 


‘conduct. He did all the things mentioned, but why 7 Why 
did he heal the man in the synagogue? Why did he not 
allow the demons to speak out that he was the Christ (See, in., 
4, 28, ‘the Hermnony. ) when he was preaching the Gospel Or 
cod 7 This type of Question could be applied to almost 
Sany part of the Gosp@as, especially Mark, and no more sat- 
is_factory annpwer would be forthcoming. The motives in the 
life of Jesus just seem to be omitted. If we take another 
episode in his life - the setting of his face towrd Jerusalem = 
what caused that ? We find scholars disagreeing. Men Like 
Reimarus, Strauss, Loisy eta ine that he went for the 
purpose of continuing his work; other Like Weisse and Schweit- 
er feel it was for the purpose of dying. Whether he went to 
€@ie or continue his work is another story, shall leave that 
70641. laters) at present I am showing the lack of reasons for 
Christ's actions in the “ospéls. 
to | 
One would naturally expect,find a discussion 
on the motives of Jesus in a description of his nental> Lite: 
There is just such an account in Bundy's "The Psychic Health 
of Jesus". On page 188:" Reviewing then, this lack of moral 
motivation, not only for she conduct of Jesus at important 
juncturies in his public c reer, put for the conduct of 


» 


desus' contempories and the other characters in Mark's gospel 


we can clearly see it is due to the unconnected, ch otic, 
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eharacter of Mark's gospel where the whcle interes + centers 
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‘other do, but not in why he or they do it". 


iy continues on to analyze his journey to the North @enksiew Fe 
later his retreats for the pur ose of prayer (pp.189, 


A DD hiy ete. 


Thus, it is fair to say that any reasons for 
notivations of Christ must be arrived at on subjective grounds, 
Primarily; but that some indication of his reasons will 

Bome out in an attack on the text such as I am making. 

Bacon feels that he must go even fabther back into the 
original than I am. He "maintains with the aid of Paul and 
the Second Source ( see page 36,7 for an explanation of the 
Second Source: in general, it ig the common matter in Matthew 
and Luke, but not in Merk: "Q" is not the Second Source, but 
fm part of it.) that he can go behind Mark's somewhat external 
Wriew and reach a more adequate arid historical appreciation 
‘of Christ's ministry". ( Bacon: "The Story of Jesus"). 

Only one more statement about Bacon for the present: although 
What he says might be true, I shall not follow him for two 
Redon. First, he uses the "fig-tree" episode to illustrate 
is point, but I do not consider that historical. And 


secondly, I have automatically ruled oub the Pauline Evistles. 


Now, to return again to the motivations in section 


24, there is no reason for them except the natural love that 


Jesus had for people. SimonSs wife's mother would be healed 


Mecause Jesus had just recently called Simon, but the others 
Ms 


'ean be explained on no other ground but that of lave. Love 


Pe the basis for that act. But love also is the will of 


a 


And his kingdom can come only through love. 
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_the exceptions to this statement as they come up 
ihe text. But so far, love is one of the rules laid 

Z 

down by Jesus in his actions. 


25. A preaching tour in Galilee 


“Jesus did: prayed a great while before day; entered into syn- 
-agogues and casted out demons; avoids the crowds of one COWN « 


- 


"Jesus said: "..that I amy preach there also; for to this end 
peame J forth" (38). 
‘This is second time Jesus speaks of his purpose("abo t my 
P Father's business" in the early visit to Jerusalem, Lk.2: 
Be1250), this time he seems to lay the emphasis on preaching 
ae his purpose. 
Another observation that is important is the Damon and Pythias 
friendship that "preaching” and "casting out demons" have 
for each other. Eath always seem to accompany the other. 
| GO a we call of the Four 
Mice Lrl6= 260; Dy Syi-ll. 
See section 22. 
| oe”, The healing of a leper 
: Primitive, but not historicaa. 


ao, the | 


Mark 2:1-12 


| Jeusu did: Forgave sins, read the minds of the scribes, healed 


_ the man sick of the palsy, 


Jesus said: "Son, thy sins are forgiven thee." (5). dnd ™ Arise; 


a x 


take up thy bed and galtiito thy house"™(11). “fhe Son of Ma 
has authority on earth to forgive Sirs." 


Jesus again speaks indirectly of the kingdom: "on earth" implies 


ere is a heaven, especially where it follows the reasoning 


vad 
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om letves 
ss about blasphemying and only God being able to 
give sins. 

is also significant in this passage th t Jesus forgave sins 
cause of "their" faith, not just the one to be healed.(5). 

3 29, The Call of Levi 

ke, BeLoaLT . 

esus did: taught, called Levi, ate with publicans and sinners. 
fesus said: "Follow me". "T eame not to call the righteous, 

gut the sinners". 

Jesus is still looking into the future for he adds another 
fisciple. 

The kingdom of God is to make people righteous - and Jesus came 
for the sinners who were to be heeled. 

30. The question ant fasting 

or. 2: 18-22 


Jesus did: nothing. 


Jesus said:"Can the sons of the bridegroom fast..." "“"o man 
seweth a piece of cloth...-" tand no man putteth nev wine 
4nto old wineskins..." 

Does the 


This first statement gives rise for disagreenent. 


bridegroom refer to Jewas or John ? If Jesus, it isanother 


argument in favor of the kingdom of God theory. I lean to- 


ward that position in spite of Monefiore's interpretation 


given on page 89, "The Synopiic Gospels". 


However, in the undressed cloth and new wine references there 


‘ig clearly a break with the "Ola", But Jesus also respects 


the traditional habits of fasting, for he says there will 


be fasting "in that day". 


I haw UifAGg: 


yu LIA A 


=i 
rain on the Sabbath . 


so - Mes 
By 2: 83-26 
ms did; passes through grainfields on S«bbath, refutes 
phe Pharisees by reference to David. 
Jesus said: "Did ye never read..." "The sabbath was made for 
ea. ..* 
This section reveals the relationship of Jesus to the ald 
law. He quotes it, then makes a universal statement or 
principle which trancends it. Man is more important than 
any law or institution. And the Son of Man (Jesus) is lord 
even of the s bbath. 
-32, The Withered Hand 
Primitive, but not historical. 
33. The fame of Jesus 
me. 3: 7-12 
‘Jesus did: attracts a great muititude, healed many, rebuked 
unclean spirits for recognizing hin. 
Jesus said: nothing. 

He is called the "Son of God" by unclean spirits. He charged 
them not to make him known. Why ? Was it due to his 
modesty or to his uncertainty ? 


- 


First with regard to the clarity of vision which Mark gives 


demons in recognizing Jesus; he does that quite consistently, 


' : n : . u : 
as pointed out in the Clarendon Bible, page 148,9, Saint 
Mark, by Blunt. Tf this fact is kept in mind, much apparent 
eloudiness will be avoided. And secondly, his attempt to keep 


his identity secret was due to his nature. Ke was humble. 


Thus the first explains the second. 


It is significant, however, that although he warns the spirits 


» keep quiet, he does not deny the fact. 
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4, The Choosing of the Twelve 
ee. 
Jesus did: he calleth unto himseL£$ whom he h’mgelf would, 
appointed twelve, gave them power to cast out demons. 
Jesus said: nothing. 
Jesus is still looking ahead. His .motive is that of prop- 
agating the Kingdom. 
35, 
The Sermon on the lount 
55, The character and duties of the disciples 

% 6:20-26; Mk 9:50b;4:21. ) 
Jesus did: nothing. 
Jesus said:"Blessed are ye...." and ™ But woe unto OM hes 

These beatitudes begin the Sermon on the Mount with the theme 
' of blessed or happy is the man who is poor, hungry, weeps, is 
hated. This is the prelude to the summary of the Gospel of 

“esus. As someone once said, "the religion of Jesus is 

the paternalistic theism of the Sermon on the Mount and the 
Se ord’s prayer". (Bacon: Story of Jesus, page 9). Running 
DB tirough these beatitudes is the kingdom of God: "for yours 

is the kingdom of God","ye shall be filled", "laugh" ,"your 


reward is great in heaven". And here again is the "Son of 


Man", 


Heve,again, is the chance for a dual interpretation. 


'There are the future hopes for the distressed, downtrodden, 


and unhappy which will come in the new age when the kingdom 
of God comes and rules the world. And there is the hope 


also of the spiritual world. Which is correct ? Because 


- 


mhititean a4 
~~ - 
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yy three threads, I mean three different meanings of the 


rase "the kingdom of Goa", 


The ideal séé up in these beatitudes is far 
superior to the passage in Deut. 28:2-6, on which they are based , 
and also to the later translation made of them in the Acts 

of Paul and Thecla. Contrasting beatitudes are: from 

Deut. :"Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit 

at thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle": from the Acts of 
Paul and Thecla: "Blessed are they that have preserved their 
baptism, for they shall rest in the “ather and the Son". At 
once the contrast among these three sets of beatitudes is 
apparent. (For a fuller discussion see pp. 211-215, Headlam; 


'The Life and Teachings of Jesus the Christ"). 


Were these precepts given as rules of condust 


for the world or only as rules of livging to his disciples ? 


There is also the possibility that these 
beatitudes were only an"interim ethic" - to translate a 
Sarase of Schweitzer's - which would hold only for the 

short space of time before the arrival of the kingdom. And 
same may be said of the "Woe" section( 24-26). The whole 


tenor is one of expectation for a change: "ye shall be hungry". 
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the Law 


: "Think not that I came to destroy the Law or the 


prophets..." "Except... ye shall in no wise enter into 

the kingdom of heaven". 

Wo moral advice ex ept to follow even the least of the command- 
ments. Thus the search for the "absolute" leads to the 
commandments. (More of them, later). But all the commandments 
are only a means to an end, and that end is the kingdom. 
Breaking them, one becomes least; obey ing them, one becomes 
‘great in the kingdom, 


“le 


Two other deductions should be made from this passage 


r 
je 
Les 
nm 
SL 


the emphasis that Jesus puts on the Law (Moffatt, not the 
Hirmony, uses the capital PI He does not come to destroy. 


+h 


Secondly, he again speaks egainst the scribes and the Pharisees. 


f the Kingdom and the Teaching 


47. The Righteousness 0 


of the Synagogue. 

Mo. 5:27,28,95-38; Mk.9:47,435;5 L. 12:58,59;16:183;6:27-36., 

Jesus did: nothing. 

Jesus said: "..give diligence to be quit of a” Lit aay! 

shalt no’ commit adultery, but I say unto YOu? "And 

if thy hand cause thee to stumlbe, cut it off..™ "But let 
Yea,; Nay, Nay..." "Love your enemies”. 


yorr speech be, Yea, Yea, 

",,and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be sons of the 
Most High". 

Many of these passages were said with the kingdom as the 
ruling motive for conduet: Lk 12:58,59 likens the "end" to 
going before a magistrate; repent before it is too late. 


9:47,43 speaks of the kingdom of God, of being cast into 
- i t 


Pa 


tin of the unquenchable fire. And L again 


in 6 5 pute good conduct on the reward basis. And these 
permeate the rost of the teaching even where they are not 
expressly stated. | 

As well as the apocalyptic elements, are the 

high idealism of Jesus and his break with the past. The 
adultery ruling, the foreswearing, the loving of your enemies, 
the golden rule, the practice of bbéng merciful life the 
heavenly father are all absolute standards. You must 

love everybody - even those who are your bitter enemy; 


and you must do more than that. You must give him op- 


portunity to smite you a second time. 


Another element in the morality of Jesus, or 
rather another interpretation, might be that of the 
absolutenes: of his standards. In other words, his 
absolute standard might be the absoluteness of many 
standards. For examole, here is adultery. He sets up an 
ideal. Then he adheres to it absétotely. Then again, 
here is another ideal for the treatment of enemies to 
which he likewise adheres absolutely. If this path is 
followed too far, it lcads into the very element in the 
teachings of Jesus which makes it distinctive: namely, 
that it is based on principle, not on rule, The Jews 
had their rules and rcsulations. Jesus came along with 

a Principle which underlay them. Immediatééy, the need 
for rules vanishes. An analogy is in our early study 


of arithmatic. we learned rules for weeks. Then one 


" =SGa 


discovered a principle which abolishec the need for 


So it was with Jesus. Now, of course, 


the question ig "What is the principle ?" To discover 


that the search must £0 on. 


In this section 37 were three things that I 
have mentioned: the kingdom of God or the apocalyptic 
elements, the high idealism of Jesus, and his break with the 


past. The third is still unmentioned, or rather undiscussed. 


Although some of the "Ye have heard it of 
014 time, but I say unto you" passages were considered un- 
historical (Mt. 5:21-24,43-45), there are enough left to 
show how Jesus either repudiated or else lifted up the 
ancient t achings. One example will suffice: "Thou chalt 
not commit adultery" is found in both Exodus 20:14 and in 
Deut. 5:18. Jesus said: "But I say unto you, that everyone 
that looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed 


adultery with her already in his heart" (Mb. 26 %4 


The Righteousness of the Kingdom and the Osten- 


28, 


tehion of gene 

Mt 624-7, 4-18 B12950; 112-4 
Jesus did: nothing 

Jesug said: "Do not your righteousness before men", "When 
ye pray, say ‘Our Fathers..'" ")oreover, when ye fast..." 
Here again in clear statement Jesus males a "reward" the 
basis for conduct:"else ye have no reward with your Father 
ete.; and thy Father...will recompense thee; and thy Father 


who seeth in secret shall recompense thee; your heavenly 


will also forgive you; Verily they have received their 


~~ 
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Of course, ai reward is referring to the com- 
agdom, Even in the prayer he left for posterity, 
he says "Thy kingdom come". | 

For the last few sections in this analysis, 
Jesus ha@ alternated between supporiing the past and 
transcending it. Both these tees opposite viewpoints 
ean he reconciled if we notice the difference between 
the spibit and the letter of the Law. Jesus does not 


fobject to fasting, for he assumes the people will. He 


‘says to fast in the proper way. Dont do it as the 


hypocrites. Be not seen of men, but only of your Father who 
seeth in secret. Jesus emphasis is entirely on the spirin; 
put always with at least one eye on the kingdom of heaven 


where the revards will be given out by God. 


39, Trusting and Serving God Alone 
Mie 12155,042 11:74,55; Toslo2: Devcsot. 


Yaa 


Jesus did: nothing. 


Jesus said: "give alms"; "thine eye is gingle; no servant can 


'gerve two masters; be not anxious for your life; consider the 


lilies; yet seek ye his kingdom, and all these things will 


be added wnto you". 


The main emphagsss is again on the kingdom; seek 


it and have faith init, and all these things will be 


sdded unto you. Let your eye be single, but be sure it 


looks for the light (kingdom! might be substituted without 


ehanging the meaning any). Here begins the clarification 


of what is meany by the 


ent lay up treasures in heaven where you can draw on them 
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kingdom. Two of its uses are appar- 
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seek ye now his kingdom which is here on the 


40. On Judging 
Lk. 6:37-42. 


Jesus did: nothing 
Jesus said: "For with what measure ye me e, it shall be meas- 
ured to you again": "Can the blind guide the pliad Fier 


first 
hypocrite, cast out,the beam.." 


Indirectly Jesus speaks of the future dey of 
judgment in his "measure" staement. It sounds very much 
like the apocalypticism of the day as represented by 
books of Oesterley (Books of the Apoerpha) and Charles 


(The Apocrypha and the Pseudepigrapha). 


If the kingdom of God is within you, then both 
the "Blind leading the blind" and "the beam in your own eye®™ 
passages are of the kingdom o* God. These two speak of 
the inner life, the other of reward and punishment. This 
latter is a definite regression from the high idealism of 


For in it there is the"eye for an eye"philos— 


- 


section 38. 


ophy. . 
41, On asking of God 


ee ae Olay we 


Jesus did: nothing 
Jesus sa@d: "Ask, seek, knock." “how much more shall your 


heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him 7?" 
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this section is separated from the Lord's 


section, it is still a part of that general instruc- 
ion about how to pray. Some of the older critics believe 
that the Holy Spibit in Lk.11:13 and the kingdom in the 

Lord's prayer are interchangeable. Montefiore does not(p.940) 
agree with this, showing that the word "kingdom" is the 

more authenticated for the L rd's prayer. But even if 

te ie so, te idea is the sane. $0 againg the evidence 


is for the kingdom of God as the intervretation of this 


passage. 


One of the main elements in the arrival of the 
kingdom is faith. (See comments on sections 28, 39, ANY, 
This will be discussed at length when I talk about the 
predestination of Jesus’ life. This feeling of pre- 
destination, imeldenty aecounted for much of the so=- 
ealled dogmatism in the life of the Marter. 

42, The Golden Rule 

Be, 6731 

-Jesus did: nothing 


Jesus seid:"And as ye would that men shovld do to you, do 


ye also to them likewise." 


In Matthew (unhistorical) is added to the golden 
rule "for this is the law and the nrophets"™. Here we find 
no new statement of Jesus morality. In fact, it doesnot 
even mention God. It brings the discussion of mnarality 
onto the human level. It is not absolute, but changes with 
the wishes and inclinations of h man beings. I co not 


nsider it as inclusive nor as good as Kant's categorical 
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43. On doing Righteousness 
Tk. 6:43-46; Mt. 7:23-27. | 


Jesus did: nothing 
Jesus said: "Strive to enter in by the narrow door; For there 
is no good tre that bringeth forth corrupt fruit; shall be 


likened to a wiseman who built his house upon the rock." 


Between two sayingsof general exhortation to be 
good ( "by the narrow door” and"everyone that heareth- these 
words of mine") is another fundamental statement of Jesus! 
Philosophy of life. Make your nature good, and goodness 
Will naturally follow. He assumes that man is good, not 
evil. This is a prineiple which underlies many rules. 

Of course, in each case of morality this principle is 42 
turn dependent on man's idea of goodness. But Jesus gave 
us illustrations of that too. 


44, The Wonder of the “uititude 


09 


Mk, 1: 


Jesus did: taught ac having authority; made peopdle astonished 
at his teachings. 


Jesus said: nothing. 


There ig a problem - that of Jesus, teaching 


as one having authority - hee which will be discussed under 


the predestination paragraph. 


A5, The Centurion's Servant 


hk; (s1-10. 


Jesus did: entered into Capernaum; healed the servant ? Al= 


though he probably did, the text does not say So. 
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Me 28 
Around go great faith, no, not in Israel". 


As in the case of many of Jerus' cures, they are 


done aprarently because someone had faith. No mention is 
made whether that faith is in Jesus, God, or in the kingdom. 
46, The Raising of the Widow's Son 


Primitive, but not historical. 


4%, The Message from John the Baptist 


Bice 218-35: 10:23-15:10:12,21,22; Mt.11;28; Mk.4:9b,ad 

Jesus did: cured diseases and plagues and blindedness, and 
preached. 

Jesus said: "Go and tell John.. the blind receive their sight. 
This is he of whom it is written. The Son of Man is come 
eating and drinking. Woe unto thee, Chor Bit. That thou 


didst hide these things from the wise,etc. 


The Lk.16:16 section on"The Gospel begins after 
and from the time of John" is consicered unhistorical in 
this section, but in 129 Mr, Buekner makes it both primi- 
tive and historical. I consider it both historical and 


primitive as do Monte*iore, Holtgmann, Conybeare, and 


Holey 


+n eet to the question "Art thou he that comehh 
or look we for another ?" Jesus avoids giving a direct reply. 
Rather he turns to making cures. Then when the messengers 
from John have left, he s ays John is more then a prophet, 
He contimes"™none is greater than John, yet he that is but 


little in the kingdom of God is greater than he". This 
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: ii . 29 
th the Lk 16:16 passage about the 


of the gospel of the kingdom is significant. 


ean this the the Law and the prophets are relegated to the 
background or else transcended. And also there is an indic- 
ation as to what Jesus thovght. Although John began the 
Pecapel of the kingdom, apparently he is not in it (for 

he that is but little in thekingdom..) And yet there is 


a kingdom, then Jesus must be the one that cometh. 


And still further-on the apocalyptic element 
in this section, Jesus refers specificly to the judgment (L. 
10:14) and Hades (15). 


- 


48, The “nnointing of esus. 

Bis Tt 56-50 

Jesus did: ate with a Pharisee, permitted the washing of his 
feet by a sinner, told 4 par ble, and eB buked his host. 


Jesus said: the parable of the debtors; " Thy faith has 


saved thee, go in pecce”. 


Jesus takes unto himself the power of forgiving 


sins. He forgives on a basis of fahth, ravher than gifts 


for he was eating at the Pharisee#s home. He also prizes 
truth morethan politeness, for he rebukes his host. 


A preaching Loub, women accompany in, 


49. 


Lk.8:1-3 


By | 


Jesus did: preached the kingdom of God. 
Jesus said: nothing. 


Again, the kingd m of God sums up his whole mes- 
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‘gasting out demons by Beelzebub 


Jesus did: cavsed peovle to think him crazy; east out a 

' demon;told a parable; 

Jesus caidh "How can Satan cast ont Satan ?" "But no one 
ean enter into the house of a strong man". "hut whosoever 
shall blasbheme against the Holy Spirit..." "For by thy 


words shalt thou be justified." 


Again Jesus cast out a demon. But why ? No 
reason is given. Not only here, but in many places. (See 
Schweitzer: Quest for the Historical Jenus, Dp. S52} And 
in Ik. 11:20 Jesus says that casting ovt demons by the 
finger of God was agquivalent to bringing the kingdom of: 
Goa wpon them. Thus every act of his seems Go tie aura 


the general conception of the kingdon. 


Montefiore in commenting on the"eternal guilt 
of those who blaspheme the Holy Spirit" (Vol .L.pelat «eee 
says that he disagrees with the teaching of Jesus, as do 
most people, then he goes on Brite) justify the position it 
tetfernal'interpretased as he sees fit. In the use of the 
word Beternal" is the suggestion of the kingdom. Mt. 123 


3Y again refers to the judgment. 


Jesus descends from his vedestal of high 


moral idealism when he says “that every idle word" that 


men utter will be charged to therr account. Here he is 


nbmitting his morality to the kingdom. It domineers 00 
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Jesus did: nothing 


Jesus said: "For whosoever will do the will of God.." 


Jesus makes even the ties of love, home, and 


kinship subject to the will of God, which is the kingdon. 


Fe as 


Parables by the Sea (5°-65} 
52, The Soils 


Mk. 4:9 
Jesus did: taught by the seca. 


Jesus gaid: the parable of the sower. 


He e begin a series of parables on ‘he kingdom, 
{ have 

all of which can,many different interpretations. In this 
particular one Schweitzer feels the important element is 
the sower, who of course is Jesus(p.354, Yh Quest for the 
Historical Jesus). Although I agree with his general 
interpretat on of these parables, this particular one 
puts the emphasis on the kingdom., and not on the sower,. 
There is mystery and a miracle, but the kingdom continues. 
53, The reason for the parables 

Wie 2200-128: Lk,10:25,24, 

Jesus did: nothing 


Jesus said: nothing. 


IT am ruling out both these sections from the 
historical words of Jecus for various reasons. [Even lr. 


Buckner makes Lk. 10:°%,%4 unhistorical in section 10%. 


: 


. 
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it contrary to Jesus’ main teachings, but it 


in taking this stand for Loisy, Menzies, and Montefiore 
consider it an interpolation, or at least secondary.(See 
p.122,123, VYol.1, The Synoptic Gospels. ) By way of 
contrast, look at section 55 on the "Use of Parables". 
"Por there is nothing hid ets". This certainly does 

mot suggest the select few who alone can hear the words 
of the kingdom. Schweitzer makes altocether too much of 
this verse (4:23) when he snatches it fromits context 
and plays with it the way he does an page 356,(The Quest 
for the Historical Jesus). 

54, The explanation of the Parable of the Soils 
Mk, 4: 13-20 

iJesus did: explains a parable 

desus said: "he sower soweth the word". "and bear fruit 
Pthirtyfold, sixtyfold, and a hundredfold", 

Because men are Cifferent, the gospel will be 
“received differently. Sit no matter what happens the 
word will continue to grow and increase. Jesus has 
Senlimited faith in the growth ofthe kingdom. 

55, The Tares 

Put, 13:24-3 

; Jesus did: nothing 


| Jesus said: "the kingdom of heaven id like unto..." 


This: idea of the kingdom is not the spiritual 
men 
inward growth nat ionedother Rlge 6a. Yor here thers is 


an end with the good separated from the bad. Whether or 


Pa < 2 
erupts the main line of thought. I am by no means alone 
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57, The seed growing of itself 
4126-29 


Jesus did: nothing 


BJesus said: "So is the kingdom of God.." 


| "Because the harvest is come" suggests the end again. 
But here the element of spiritual growth in the human 

heart might also be classed as one of the ideas of the 

edom, but the main emphasis is on the harvest. This is 
similar to the apocalyptic ideas of Jesus days. 

58, The mustard Seed 

ai. 4:50-32; Lk, 15: 20,21. 

Jesus did: nothing 


‘Jesus said: "The Kingdom of God... like a mus‘ard seed", 


Here the entire evidence is in favor of the 
internal spiritual growth of the kingdom, 

59. The Leaven 

Lie $5 320,01 5 

Jesus did: nothing 


Jesus said: "Whereunto shall I liken... leaven." 


No apocalypticism in this paravle. Spiritual 
growth is the important thing. : 

60. Jesus! custom of speaking in parables 
“Mk, 4:33. 


Jesus did: spoke i parables. 


Jesus said: nothing 
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planation of theparable of the Tares | 


B6-43 
sus did: nothing. 
Jesus sadd: "He that soweth the good seed is the Son of 


Man" 


This parable make_s the kingdom of God.a 
definitely apocalyptic happening with the Son of Man, the 
kingdom,the devil,the harvest, the angels, the burnang, 
the furnace of fire, weeping and wailing of teeth. The 
4 only boobhole is through the "sons of the kingdom" and the 


=~ 


Nout of this kingdom", There two phrees imply that the 
kingdom is eo it saggy ase in the world now,but it 

is more than just in the hearts of men. Then after the 
separation, the ruler is not the messianic king, but the 


Father. 


I shall not attempt to review the whole of the 
messianic tradition for that has been done many times. IL 
dia it once in a paper for New “estament lasp year, but 
for a complete servey turn to any of the standerd commentaries, 
Schweitzer, Montefiore, Wendt (The teaching of Jesus, Vol. 
1 and 2),Bacon, Headlam, etc.,etc. By comparing the ideas 
of Jesus with the current messianic hopes, a clearer indic- 
ation of what I mean by'tapocalyptic' will be forthcoming. 
6°. The hidden treasure | 
Mt. 13:44 


Jesus did: nothing 


Jesus @edd: "Like a hidcen a gees. + 


The kingdom is wotth everything you have. 


The Pearl of Great Price 


Ve 


. 13: 48,46. 


Jesus did: nothing 


) Jesus said: “like a pearl of great price..." 
Similar to séetion 62, 


Mie 133. 47-50 
Jesus did: nothing 


Jesus said: "like a net cast 4nto the sea.."” 


Here again apocalypticism creeps ‘into the kingdon. 


Tt is definitely the end that is important. The elements 


are there: all brought together for judgment, good and 
bad sevarate#,the ongeks, the furnace of fire, the weeping 


and gnashing of teeth. 


65. The understanding and use of the parables 


Mt, 13:51-53. 
Jesus did: nothing 
Jesus said: "who bringeth subth out of his treasures things 


new and old". 


Whatever this section means ig diftfienuit, buy Ft 


believe it refers to the Law and the new Gospel. Both 


‘are in heaven, but the Gospel transcends the Law. 

“Mk. 4; 65-41. 

Jesus did: erossed lake in beat, rebuked the wind, made the 
sea calm, astonished the dissiples,,wondered at their lack 
of faith. | 

Jesus said: Peace be still". "Yave ye no’ yet 
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Dix 
everyday matter of fact hanpening. No reason except the 
fear of the disciples. No particular moral significance. 
67. The Gerasene demoniac 
Primitive, but not historical. 
68. Jairus' daughter 
Mk .5:21-438. 
Jesus did: felt the lose of power when woman with an issue 
of blood touched him; awoke the maiden; charged them to tell 
no man. 
Jesus said: "Who touched my garments ?" "Thy faith has made 
thee whole", "The child is not dead but sleepeth.” WArige™ , 
Faith again eauses the cure. No active partic- 
ipation on the part of Jesus, only the faith of the woman 
healed the issue of blood. Sim larly, when Jesus spoke to 
Jairus, he said,"Fear not, only believe". Whether Jesus 
really healed tae daughter or not, can't be said. Jesus 
at least told the others she was sleeping. 
‘ 


69. The rejection at Nazareth 


Jesus did: cometh into his own country, entered the synagogue, 


read from Isaiah, offended the people, no mighty works. 


Jesus said: "Poday has this seripture been fulfilled pik 


> 


your ears" 4A prophet is not without honor saveiin his 


own country." 


Jesus read from the 6lst chapter of Isaiah that 


"The spirit of the Loré is upon me...."; then he states 


that the scripture is fulfilled in him. <A little later he 


lis himself a prophet. This is just another element 
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née hope which Jesus has been referring to 


throughout his ministry. The peo»le of his hame town 
bertaihly Paew Ries he meant for they rejected him. They 
“had so little faith he conld perform there no mighty works. 
“This incident also shows that faith is essential. 

The Mission of the Twelve (70-76) 


70. The sending forth of the Apostles 


Mk. 6:6b,7,34; 3:16-19a. 
Jesus did: gend forth the twelve two by tvo, surnamed some 
of then. 


Jesus said: nothing. 


The phrase "he gave them authority over unclean 
spirits" is unhistorical. 
71, Instructions for the © ourney 
Be 61528; Mk. 676-11; Ek. 10:5,6,12. 
Jesus did: gave adwice or rather instructions. He said do 


this and do that, plea’e do this or that. 


Jesus said: "..go rather to the lost sheep of the ho se of 


teree." mn ake nothing for your journey" Peace be to this 


house", 


In this admixture of instructions there lies 


much of an apocalyptic nature. Schweitzer's interpretation 


of this section and all the others dealing with the mission 


of the twelve seems very plausible. I shall mention only 


a few details here, but for a fuller description see pp.d56- 


370, Quest for the Historical Jesus. He puts the rejection 


at Nazareth alongside of thig mission, stating that Jesus 


is expecting the Parousia. We traces the roots of Jesus' 
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ck into the eschatology of Joel and the Syriac 


Now, Jesus sends out the twelve to preach the coming kingdom. 
'The Parousia is not far off, The humility and suffering 

pare a necéessary part of the "End#. (p.364). This represents 
8 part of the predestination in the life of Jesus (p.369). 
"Jesus! purpose is to set in motion the eschatological devel- 
/ opment of history, to let loose the final woes,the confusion 
‘and the strife,from which shall issue the Parousia, and so 

to introduce the cupra-mundane phase of the eschatological 


P drama”. (p.369). 


When an exam nation i& made of the text, soweits 
zer's opinion seems correct. For Jesus gays. ee only to the 
lost house of Israel, preahing the kingdom is here, ‘taking 
nothing for your journey,never mind if you are not received 
Pain any city for it will not be tolerable in the day of 


ii 
judgement. 


> 


73, Persecution Predicted 
"Mk. 13:9,11-13; Mt. 10:23; bk.10:5 
Jesue did: noth ing 

Jesus ae: a shall ye be beaten"; " and brother shall 


deliver up brother to death"; " flee into the next", 


Continuing with the same thought as the paragraph 
above, here follows more apocalyptic predictions: For no 


apparent reason brother shall deliver brothver to death, and 


; VISE - ‘ 1. = pe Fs 
ehildren,up against parents, and there shall be persecution. 


“ 


ly endure to the end and you'll be saved. Christ seens 


to be completely carried away with the apocalyptic notion. 
| 13, Courage and Faith 

Bik. 6: 40: 12:2,3-9, 

Jesus did: nothing. 


Jesus g@aid: "Fear not" and "confess me before men", 


Throughout this whole section runs emphasis on 

' the "End", In spite of all the suffering and sorrow, 

have no fear. Do not be afraid of them that kill the body, 
"but rather he who has power to cast you into hell fire. 
‘Unless you confess me now Sees I shall not- confess you 
before the angels of God. Here again is the belief in 
apocalypticism so strong that it becomes predestination. 
74, 


On taking up one's cross 


Beewictpe, bo: 14:26 ,27. 
Jesus did: nothing 
Jesus said: "Il came to bring division" "Whosoever does not 


"bear his cross..." 


lore apocalypticism,with a stern cemand for no 
other allegiance but to the kingdom. Jesus came to bring 
division. These are his words. Hence they can apply 
only to the Parousia in which was to be strife and division, 
Hivision alsoof your family and everything. Unless you 
edo, you cannot be his disciple. | 

| 75, On rewards 

PMG, 10:41; Mk. 9:41; Lk.10:16. 

Jesus did: nothing 


: : : eat e iv W443 
Jesus said:"shall receive a righteous man's reward". "in no 
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and luke use the-eye-for-an-eye-philosophy, whi'e Mark 
suggests a softening in the stern attitude shown in the 
“last few sections. "For whosoever shall give you a cup 
of water to drink bacayse ye are Christés,.." lLoisy, Bacon, 
and Montefiore all make th’s a later addition. Montefiore 
and Loisy (see p. 226ff, Vol.1, Synovtic Gospels) and 
Bacon (seé p. 134, Bacon: The Beginnings of Gospel Story) 
express my opinion rather than Mr, Buekner. 

sus «nd the Disciples 


76. The departure of Je 


Perot le ko: Mt. 1 pe 


Jesus did: commanded disciples, then preached and taught. 


Jesus said: nothing. 


And so the disciples go out telling men to re- 


pent. 


77. The death of John the Baptist 


Historiesl and primitive, but not related to the problen. 
"8, The feeding of the five thousand 


Primitive, but not historical 


79, The walking on the sea 
Mk.6:51-56. 


Jesus did:(this does not include his walking on the 


water) . 


Jesus said: nothing. 


Adds nothing to the solution of provpilem. 


calmed wind, is touched by many who were made whole. 


427 
ting with Unwashen Hands 


~ 


Me. Tr-25- “4.15: 12-14a; Lk. 6:39. 


Jesus dia: qoutes an Isaiah passage, of “ended thePharisces, 
lastonished at disciples lac’: ofunderstanfting. 

Jesus said: "full well do ye reject the commandments of God". 
‘ bind 


"but the things which proceed out of a man... "Can the 


lead theblind?" 


Here Jesus is concerned with the inner life of 
man. Only those things which proceed out of the man can 

| possibly defile him. For his stnadard of concuet Jesus 
quotes both Isaiah and loses. Man has goodness and wick- 


edness inside him. 


As in many cags before, Jesus mentions the 
Law and the prophets (loses and leaiah) only to transcend 
their code of morality. He adopts a principle for rules. 
81. The Syrophoenician Woman 


“Mic. 7224-20; Mt, 15:23-25. 


Jesus aid : tried to hide unsuceessfully, drove demon out. 


Jesus said: "I was not sent but to the lost sheep of the 


house of Israel". "For this seins go thy way”. 


Jesus breaks with what he beliewes to be his 


he does what seems best at the moment. Only a short time 


before, when sending out the twelve, he told them explicitly 


to go only to Israel. The cure is ec vred by faith againg. 


82, The Feeding of the Foub thousand 


Primitive, but not historical. 


TOD. For he heaks a Gentile. In spite of his predestinatlion 


82, The return to the Sea of Galilee 

k. 7331-37 

_ Jesus did: healec one “ho was deaf and charged him to tell 
no man. 


Jesus said: "Rethpuged" 


Another cure with the help of heaven this 
time (and looking up to heaven) precegded Jesus ' desire 
to have no man know of it. 

84, Demanding a sign from heaven 
Mn rs 2s 41255456 
Jesus did: refuses a sign, and rebuked the multitude. 
Jesus said: "Ye hypocrites..know not how to interpret this 
time ?" "There shall be no sign be given". "Do ye not 


| yet understand ?" 


Again the apocalyptic element enters into 
Jesus' teaching. He is anxious to have the kingdom come, 
but he feels that people should recognize it. Already 


signs have been given, but no one read then. 


There are also traces of a kingdom of 
God within the human heart in this section. The refer- 
ence to the leaven suggests that. 
85. The Blind Man of Bethsaida 
primitive, but unhistorical 
86. Peter's Confession 
Mk.8:27-29, 
Jesus did: nothing 


Jesus said:"Who do men say that I am?" 


Jesus asks for a confirmation of his mission. 
‘Although Jesus does not deny he's the Christ, neither does he 
admit it. Nor does he charge them not to tell anybody. I 


am inclined to agree with Seweitzer (pp.180-185, The liystery 


of the Kingdom of God) in his opinion although I rule out 

the tronsfiguration and the confirmation of Jesus that he 

ie the Messiah. sesus has been vascillating between a 
belief in the early prophecies that Mary told him and his 

own skepticism. It is natural for anyone to wonder if he 

is the Messiah. But in Jesus there is definite and positive 
feeling in one place; then he tells people not to mention the 
things he's done. But now at Caesarea PhilZippi, he is the 


Messiah. He is the one to reveal the kingdom of God. 


87. Jesus foretells his death 


= 


ia) 


Primitive, but unhistorical. Except for a short passage, Mk. 


9:54-37, 


Jepes did: nothing 


Jesus gadd: "For what should a man give in exchange for his 
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Again Jesus puts little value on this 


life when the gospel is concerned. (The word gospel impl#es 


"of the kingdom of God). The sentiment about hosing one's 


life contradicts what he says in section 74 about hating 


one's life. (Compare: the verse quoted above and +k.14:26 


"If any man come unto me and hateth... yea, and his own life 


ae ee ee ee 


also.") 


88. The Transfiguration 


Primitive, but unhistorical 


Ss 
> 


Jesus did: rebuked disciples,healed boy, explained his method. 
Jesus said: "0 fithless generation". "Come out of him" 


“This kind come out by nothing, save by prayer." 


Faith is the ruling motive again. The father 
says:"I believe, help thou my unbelief". And Jesus cures 
his son. 


90, Jesus again foretells his death 


Primitive, but unhistorical 
91, The temple tax 
Primitive, but unhistorical 
92% 
Discourse on Hunitity 
92. Who is greatest ? 
Mk .9:33-37 
Jesus did: saw through the minds of disciples. 
Jesus said: "If any man would be first, he shall be last of 


aul? . 


Here Jesus reaches a high ethical and moral 
height with the stress on humility, childlikeness, etc. 

But it is also to be noticed that the disciples might be re- 
ferring to the coming kingdom. (See Montefiore: The 
Synoptic Gospels, Vol.1, p.224.) And in theparallet pass- 
age, Jesus mentions the kingdom of God specificdrly. 

93, The man casting out demons_ 

Mk.9:39-41. 


Jesus did: nothing 


AD 


The reward is offered for him who will 


‘do something in Christ's name. The reward is heaven, 
‘suggestive of apoealypticasm with its judgment and just 
reward. 

94. On offenses 

Mk 9:42-50. 

Jesus did: nothing. 

Jesus said: "+t were better... a huge millstone...andcast 


into the sea." "+f thy eye cause thee to stumble, cast 


ey oahr." 


Decidely apocalyptic with the hell, the unquench- 
whieh 

able fire,the worm,dieth not, the punishment which is even 

worse than having a millstone around your neck to be cast 


into the sea. Underlying the 42nd verse is the philosophy 


of the sacredness of personality, but even that is limited 
in its scope. For these little ones must™believe on me? 
This section, primerily, is a case of doing good to avoid 
the future punishment. 

95 The ninety and nine 
Lk. 15:4-7 

Jesus dia: nothing 
seid: "Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep 


Jesus 


which was lost". 


Here, too, the kingdom predominates with 


the idea of repentence and the joy in heaven. 
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Jesus did: nothing 
Jesus said: "let him be unti thee as the Gentile and th 


publican”. 


This last statement implies a dropping of a ‘high 
moral standard set up in the beatitudes. First of att, 

the Jews were told to av id and shun the “entiles and 

the publicans (Contrast this with the choice of one of 

Jesus' disciples and the Syrophoenician episode). And . 
secondly, the absolute standard of love your enemies does 
not hold in this ease. (Contrast this standard with the one 


in section 98 where Jesus says "until seventy times seven". ) 


97, Binding and loosing 


Primitive, but unhistorical 


98, On forgiveness 
M+. 18:21-35;Mk.11:25 


Jesus did: nothing 


Jesus seid: "I say not unto thee, until seven times..% "80 


shall my heavenly father do unto os ee 


Again the kingdom of heaven ig likenec unto 


a certain king. The eye-for-an-eye-philosophy again pre- 


dominates. For unless you forgive your brother, the 


heavenly Father will not forbive you. One of the mann 


interpreatation of Jesus! teachings might be "Love «nd 


Commend" Ye are my friends if ye do the things I command 


you. I command you HO LOWS. if you do, I will love you. 


If you do not, you must take the consequences. This phase 
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hing will be discussed later. 


This parable about the kingdom shows the love 
‘of the father, but also the final reckoning when the sinn r 


shall be dh@iverced un to the tormentors,. 


Part 4 


The Perean Ministry 


99. The departure from Galilee 


Bic, 10:1; Ik. 9: 51-56. 

oe did: set his face toward Jerusalem; refused to call 
fire down from heaven on the village that would not receive 
Sten. 


-Jesus said: nothing. 


Jesus is not the revengeful person he sounded like 
in some of the avocalyptic passares. 


; 100, Answers to three disciples 

B tk) 9:57-62. 

| Jesus did: nothing except continue on the way. 
Jesus said: "Leave the dead... but go thou and publish 


abroad the kingdom of God." "No man having put his hand 


to the viow..." 


The kingdom is the most important thing in the 


universe, even more than a home, the dead, etc. And once 


starting out, never turn back. 
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| 10 aa Mission of the Seventy 

i 16:1-16 § Mk. 6:8 5 9 F a: 

Jesus ci8.2 Lon mre the Seventy. 

Jesus said: "Harvest is plenteous.." "as lambs in the midgt 
mr wolves..." "Woe unto thee...” "Thou shalt be brought 
sdown to Fades". 


Bs 


They were sent forth to preach the kingdom 
of God, taking nothing with them. They were going as sheep 
into a world that would not probably listen. Yet the harvest 
is ready. These suggest an interim ethic, an end soon 
to come (Buckner omits "the k ingdom of God is come nigh"), 


‘with woes for Chorazin and Bethsaida in the day of judgment. 


And"Capernaum shall be brought down to Hades". 


This section sounds strangely like the 
gending forth of the Twelve, but it is not the same. Even 
if it is somehwat like it, Loisy (p.928) seys Luke is 

) following Mark somewhat, but depends on another source (Q@). 
‘This makes the apocalyptic evidence doubly strong. 
return of the Seventy 


LO¢.. The 


ae 


Primitive, but not historical. 
103. The good Samaritan 
" -Wke.12:29-31; Lk. 10: 25-26, 28-37. 
Jesus did: Jesus answers © lawyer. 


Jesus said: t*hou shalt love the Dord.." “A certain man...2" 


Love is the central theme. Accepting the 
"One God" idea from the Old Testament, Jesus tells how to 


Bb Love God. For the second command ent he again turns to the 


| ya 
Daal 9 
for his authority. Jesus again seems to be fulfilling 


the old Law with a new mes ing. ove even the vay the 


‘despised Samaritan did. 


Jesus commands "Go, and do thou likewise" for 
' them to love. Love and a command go hand in hand. 

: 104. Visit to Martha and Mary 

Pik, 10:38-42, 

Jesus did: called at Martha's house. 


Jesus sadd: "but one thing is n edful". 


Jesus here seems to go against some of his 
earlier tachings by belittling the service Martha did. 
Service is no’ the most important thing. The word of the 
kingdom is much more important. 

105. Concerning Prayer 

Be, Ll tb-13S 

Jesus did: 


Jesus said: 


See sections 38 and 41 for a discussion of these 


7 


passages. 
LOB: 


The Discourse against the Pharisees (706-110). 


106. On casting out demons 


Wk 3:22-27,30; Dk. 11:24-27. 

See section 50 for comment. 

hk.11:27 (the only additional verse) shows Jesus putting a 
word of praise for himself to the glory of God. 


107, The sign of Jonah 


Primitive, but urhistorical. 


. The inner light 
Li. 11:33-36. 
Jesus did: nothing 


Jesussaid: "If therefore thy whole body...” 


This is a general exhoréation to have an inte- 
gratet life, ee as it intergrated around ggodness. 

109. The rebuke of the Pharisees 

Pe peared 44% Bk 12158559. 

Jesus did: ate with a Pharisee without the cer :monial washing, 
then rebuked his host. 


Jesus said: "Ye foolish ones...” "But woe unto you..." 


These statments of Jesus can have but one refer- 
ence in the future. The woes will come at the judgment. 

So while Jesus is hoping for more emphasis on the spirit 
and less on the ‘etter, he is also preaching about the 
kingdom. Justice must have its way. 

110, The rebuke of the “cribes 

Tk, 11:45-54. 

Jesus did: incur the wrath of the seribes. 

"4+ shall be revuired of this 


Jesus @aid: "Woe unto you.." 


generation". 


Jesus accuses the lawyers against the inequal- 


of burden and threatens them with the judgment. He also 


threatens them with it immediately, thet is, within this 


generation. The kingdom is coming soon. 


- Trustfulness and Watehfulness 


ra 


ik .12: 2-8: Mk. 8: 15,38; 3:28,29;13:11 (Sees 


Jesus did (only sneo ie. passage): nothing 


‘Jesus seid: nothing. (See 73) 


112 The Rich Fool 
Bok. 12:13-21 

Jesus did: nothing 

is 


Jesus said: "This night 


Avoid earthly things, think and 
113. Concerning God's care 
Bk.12:22-34 (See. sec.39). 
In this section the kingdom predomi 
ruling factor in conduct. An interim ethic 


114, Coneerning watchfulnecs 


Omitted. 
ape The faithful steward. 
De .12:41-46. 


Jesus did: nothing. 


Jesus said: "the lord of that servant shall ¢ 


This parable speaks of the un 
soon, coming of the master who,supposedly, is 
Man. This judge shall scourge the unfaithful 


of judgment. Definitely «pocalyot c. 


116. Concerning fire and Givision 


Primitive, but unhistorical 


thy soul required of 


actfor 


5+ 
111-117 


e is fearing an d trusting God 


ec.84,87 ,50) 


thee. "i 


the kingdom. 


inates as a 


is suggested. 


ome ina day...” 


expected, but 
the Son of 


the day 


O28 


al Inte ation the times 


r 


Tk, 12:54-59 (See sec. 37,84) 


Apocalyntic in nature with its Bye"philosophy, 
its judgment. 

118. The Galileans slain by Pilate 

dn, 1321-9. 

Jesus did: nothing 


Jesus said: "except ye repent". 


All will perish unless ye repent. Like the 
Galileans, the eighteen in Siloam, like the fig tree, is 
Bethe dey of judgment. The kingdom is coming,repent. 

119. The womanhealed on the sabbath. 

Br .15:10-17 

Jesus Gid: taought in synagogue on sabbath,healed woman, 
put ruler of synagogue to shame,caused multitude to re- 
EVOL Ce. 

Jesus seid: "Woman, thou art loosed from thive infirmity". 
Rere again Jesus transcends the ancient rules 
of the Sabbath. He gives no reason for the he ling exeept 
“his nature of kindness. 

120. Parables of the Kingdom 


Wk, 4:30-32. (See sec.58) 


The kingdom is like a mustard seed. 
121. The Question whether few are saved 
“Ik, 13:22+30. (See soc. 43,45) 


7 


Buckner makes 28,29 historical in this seetion, 


— - a 7 


- 


Although the kingdom will become large like 
| is 
the mustard seed, yet it, difficult to enter. The master 


ox 

will rise up and shut the door - and you will weep and 
gnash your teeth. And they shall come from all over the 
earth anésit in the kingdom. His idea of the kingdom 

as enlarged to inelude more than the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. This’ig in line with the apocalyptic 
Pideas of the final wars, then reconciliation of all paoples 
Pinto the kingdom. 


122.Reply to the warning against Herod 


“Primitive, but not historical. 


123. Discourse at. the table of a chief Pharisee 


Pie 14:12-24,.° (See sec. 52) 


Jesus did: ate at a Phariseeé home, healed onthe sabbath, 


spoke the marriage feast parab e, spoke the supper parable. 


Jesus said: nle it lawful to heal on the aabbath ?" "For 


everyone that exalteth hims inace "For I say unto you, 


that none of these men that were pbidden sh 11 taste of my s 


supper." 


Jesus broke the s»bbath rules again, In 


Lk 10:10'do this for the glory you will receive’ seems 


questionalbe ethics. Do things for the poor so you 


will have recompense “1 the recurrection. Again the 


emphasis is on the reward received in the judgment. Jesus 


4 


“9508 STH 


124, Discourse on counting the cost 


Pie .14:524-35 {(See-sec.74), 


Jesus did:nothing 
Jesus said: "..and hateth not hic father and mother.." 


m. .renounce all that he hath..." 


Apocalypticism again is the keynote. Abso- 


lute allegiance to the kingdom, nothing can interfere. 
i 


The cost of the kingdom is great, but the cost of loosing 


is te erea ver. Jesus demands absolute obedience. 


Parables of Grace 
125. The lost sheep 
4c. 531-7. 
Jesus did: received and sabe with sinners. 


Jesus said: "these ghall be morejoy in *“eaven over one sin- 


ner thet repenteth.." 


This parable may be called apocalyptic because 
of the emphasis on repentance and the refenence to heaven. 
126. The lost coin 

Tk.15:8-10 

Jesus did:nothing 


Jesus said: the parable 


Againg the evidence shows repentence and 
the angels of God which suggest an eschatological teach- 


ing, but as definitely as others. 


127, The lost son 


vy 


127, The Lost Son 
_Ik,15:11-32, 
Jesus did: ein ae 
Jesus said: "for this thy brother was dead, and is alive 
again", 

oe the theme of the last two parables 
centcring on the Father's love for his shildren. His 


gon repented - and so he is happy. 


Parables of Warning 
128, The Unjust Steward 
Bre, 16:1-13 
Jesus did: nothing 


Jesus said: "No man can serve tw masters". ¢ 


Eh? 


rm 


parable adds nothing except to put a 
prdemium on cleverness. There is much debate as to its 
meaning, but I feel it tries to convey the icea that money 
ean be used forthe use of God and his kingdom even though 
obtained unrighteously. If it does not mean this, then 
Jesus slipped again in his high moral stand. 
“ingdom 


129. Concerning the Law_and the 


Tk,16:14-18. 
Jesus did? nothing 
Jesus said: "The law and the prpphets were until .ohnm:." 


Nthan for one title of the law to fall", "..commitéthadultery". 


Tere ig Jesus! own statement of a division 


between the Law and the gospké. It began with John and is 
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ae _ ; 
continuing. Notice that the gospel is, not the 


ingdom itself. But Jesus alsostates that the Law will 
never fall, nat emen one title of it. Why the supposedly 
contradictory viewpoints ? Evidently, as I have shown, 


aw, not oppesing it. 
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Jesus felt he 


Jesus sets up an ideal standard of marriage 
in this Iukan narrative above this "except" clause in Matt- 
hew. 

130. The Rich Man and Lazarus 


Primitive, but unhistorical. 


and Faith 


m™ 
tay) 


131. Concerning Forgivenes 


Mk.9:42; Lk.17:1,;3-5,7-10. 
Jesus did: nothing 


Jesus said: "It is impossible but that ocessions of stumbling 


should come..." "thou shalt forgive him". 


Evil is a reality in the world. Jesus says 


it is going to come, but woe to the one who causes it. 


As in the case of the kingdon, repentence is 
the important thing; so in the ease of an offending brother, 


repentence warrants forgiveness. High morality. 


Againg the'love and command! interpretation 
seems to hold best of all. There is a stern necessity 
behind the teachings of Jesus. Obedience is essential. 
Then God will also love the obedient. 

132, The Ten Lepers 


Primitive, but unhistorical 
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a5. The coming of the Kingdom 
Sel. fay E . : 
rimitive, but unhistoricsl except for the two verses already 


pentioned in section 87, Mk.8:355, 


Tf you lose your life for the sake of the 

gospel, you'll save bis 

134, The Pharisee and the Publican 

Lk. 18:9-14 

Jesus did: nothing 

Jesus said: "Iwo men went up to pray..." Thbut he that humbleth 


"hims-1f shall be exalted". 


Another peak of high morality that Jesus 
“reached. Tumility is the keynote. “God, be thou merei- 
ful to me a sinner". 
135, Concerning Divorce 
Bitk,10:2-12. 
'Jesus did: nothing 


Jenas said: "let no man put asunder", 


Jesus justifies the compromise Moses made in 
allowing a writ of divorcement by the hardness of theiz 
hearts, but Jesus sets up an absolute standard. 
135. Blessing Little Children 
Wk, 10:13-16 


' Jesus did: becomes inéignant that disciples should drive 


little chikdren away, blessed them. 


Jesus said: "for to such belongeth the kingdom of heaven", 


Jesus shows his reppect for personality 
“in this°act of his. But even in talking of the ehildren 
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Cre See | 8 
ice of the kingdom. Childlikeness becomes 


terion to enter the kingdom. 

137. oe Rich Young Man 

10317-31 

Jesus did: nothing 

Jesus said: "None ig good,save one,even God." "One thing 
thou lackeat." than for a rich man to enter the kingdom 


of heaven." "for the gospel's seke, but he shall receive." 


In this episode in the life of Jesus, he is 7 
pulled between tOw motives, those of, love and truth. First : 
he loves the man; then tells him to go sell all that he has. | 4 
Jesus'standard (truth) overcomes his love. Over and above 
the so-called commandments of the 914 Te t ment, Jesus says 


"One thing theu lackest". He again transcends the ola 


a 

: 

7 

law. : 
Again the kingdom is the eriterion for passing 7 

- 

judgment on peo le. Entering heaven is aitficuis tor = ; 


rich nan. Thie suggests the lukan influence in that 


he had a bias against riches in general, ac did Jesus. 


Then he soes on to say that a rich man can enter with the 


help of God. Once more(verses 29,20) Jesus calls for 


absolute allegience. Leave everything for the sospels 


gake, and you will get your reward not ozly now, but in 


the world to come. This is definitely eschatological. 
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vineyard and the husbandmen 


sus did: nothing 
Jesus said: "The kingdom is like unto ea ho geholder.." 
Nand go thy way; it is my will to give unto this last, even 


as unto thee..." 


Somebody once interpreted Jesus' sayings by 
‘the words "Now and Then". Things are a certain way now, 
but then they shall be different. Each event in the future 
will be different than it is now. The last (those who 
have r nounced the things of this vorld) will then be first, 


that is when the kingdom comes. 


Similarly this parable shows that the kingdom 
admits those who have grace, not works. in other words 
entrance anto the kingdom does not depend upon a vartic- 
vlar length of time, but someone may repent at the lest 

moment and be admitted. 2 
139,The prediction of the erucifixion 
Primitive, but not historical. 
140. The ambition of James andJohn 
Mk, 10; 35-45 
Jesus did: nothing 


Jesus said: "but to sit on my right hand....for them for 


vhom it hath been prepared." 


Fechatology enters into this discussion 


also. Jesus says that the persecutions (the cup I drink, 


the pavtiem I receive) will be open to bath James and John, 


4 
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as 60 
FG ON the right hand is foreorflained. This 


ests two apocalyptic elements: first , the glory 
the Perousia {( the throne, the judgment, the pomp, 
the servants, the administrators), and secondly, the 
“predestination of the "End". There has been some force 
| working in the life of Jesus over which 
and in the kingdom he, too, can decide everything. The 
supreme being will delegat epowers to him as in the 


apocalyptic notions of the other Jewish lit ature, but 


also the Supreme Being will reserve some of them for himself. 


Jesus again speaks of the hum’lity necessary 

for greatness in the kingdom. 

141. Bartimaeus Healed. 
Mk. 10:46-52. (This section is questionable as to its 
historicity; but even if it were, it would not adc much to 
the solution of the problem except to strengthen the 
faith necessary for the cures f Jesus.) 

142, Zacchaeus the Publican 
Tik.19:1-10 
Jesus did: spoke, ate with, and converted Zacchacus. 


o 


Jesus said: "For the Son of Man came to seBk and 


that which wag lost." 


Tuke tekes delight in showing how 4acchaecus 


became interested in the poor, 


Jesus still has the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel in mind ("Son of Abraham"). kis is reminiscent 


of the predestination motive in his life. He was sent for 


he has little control, 


“ e 
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Jesus did: told this parable because they believed the 
kingdom near. (Evidently they wer slowly beginning to 
understand his message.) 


Jesus said; "A certain nobleman went into a far country.." 


Follwoing the interpretation put on this 
parable by Montefiore (p.1050ff.,Vol.2, Synoptic Gospels) 
4% is definitely apocalyptic in nature. Jesus came to 
‘this earth, went back, asked of each his talents, then 
Mlet those who were truly Christian rule with hin in glory. 


'Then comes the slaughter of his enemies even before his 


‘very eyes. 


Part 9d 
Passion Week 
144, The Triumphal Entry 
Primitive, but unhistorical 
145, The Cursing of the Fig tree 


Primitive, but unhistorical 


146. The cleansing of the Temple 
Mk. 11:15-19 


Jesus did: ent ered temple, cast out money changers, aroused 


; chief priests andscribes, astonished themultitudc. 


Jesus said: "Is it not written, "My house..." 


Jesus appeals to 01d Testament for his 


Uses action of some kind. Here for the 


o~ 


Jesus is inaction. He has talked much about 
is that and the other woe, but now he does something. 
His motive is righteous indignation which ean betraced to 
his love for God. 


147. The Lesson of the Withered Fig Tree 


Primitive, but unhistrrical 


148, Jesus’ authority challenged 


Mk.11:27-33 
Jesus did: walked in temple, refused to tell where his 
authority came from. 


Jesus said: "Neither tell I you by what authority Ido these 


thangs." 


Parables of Warning (149-151) 


149, The two Sons 

Primitive, but unhistorical 

150, The Vineyard and the Husbandmen 
Primitive, but unhistorical 

151. The Marriage Feast 

Mis eerl-Le. 

Jesus did:nothing 


Jesus said: "+he kingdom of heaven is likened unto a certain 


ripe s.~ © 


spesking of the kingdom into which 


A 


Jesus is 


uw 


the regular invited guests will not be admitted, »ut the 


outeasts, the lowly will be the welcome visitors. Again, 


eschatology. 
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ions by the Jewish Rulers (152-154) 


Tribute to Caesar 


Mk . i 213-17 
Jesus did: outwits the Pharisees. 
PJesus said: "Why make ye trial of me ?" "Render unto 


Maesar the thingsthat Caesar's..." 


| 153, The Question about the Resurrection 
eM. ie ele-275711:18>b. 
Jesus did: nothing 


"Jesus said: "Is not this the cause that ye err..?fh 


Jesus bases his answer on the scriptures. 
Phe does not break with the Old Testament, but accepts 
the dead rising, which is definitely eschatological. 
| 154, The question about the Great Commandment 


pif. 12:28-34. 


' Jesus didBh nothing 


Jesus said: "Thou shalt love the Lord..." " and thy neighbor 


Pas thyself..." "hon art not far from the kingdom of God". 


Jesus starts out from the 01d testament 
(showing he does not disagree with it), then progresses 
beyond it inbd the Goléen-Rule Great Commandment and the 


second one also. Now because these are the very essence 


of the kingdom, and because the serive answered dicreetly, 


- when Jesus s ys "Thou art not far..", he is speaking of 


an event not a state of grace. The man already knew 


about loving God and man, hence Jesus' statment means the 


-kingdom:will be coming soon. The ‘love and command’ 
7 


fae) 
aS 


rpréataion applies to this section also. 
155. Jesus' Question about the Son of David 


Primitive, but not historical 


Denunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees (156-158) 
156. Ostentation 
Bm Wk, 12:38-40; 9:35b. (See sec. 92). 
Jesus did: 
Jesus said: 
157. Various Sins 
Lk. 11:42,39-41,44,47,48;49-51; Lk.3:7b, (See sec.110,17,109). 
Jesus did: 
Jesus said: 
158. The Lament over Jerusalem 
Omitted. (In sec. 122°primitive, but unhistorical) 
159. The Widow's Mite 
Mk, 12:41-44 
Jesus did: watched muifiitude in the treasury. 
Jesus said: "This popr widdaw cast in more than all they..” 


160. 


Discourse on the Last Things (160-169) 


the Destruction of the Temple 


160. The Prediction of 
Prinitive, but uvhistorical 

rae The Great Tribulation 

Primitive, but unhistorical 

162, The Abomination of Decolation 
Primitive, but unhistorecal. 

163. Concerning the Coming of the Son of 
Primitive, but unhistorical 


164, The Hour that No man kenweth 


65 


12:39,40. See 


the hour which is presumably 
the "End", The kingdom is coming soon. 


165, Concernng Faithfulness 


ac, 2£21:64-86; 12:42-46, (See sec. 115) 

Again Jesus tells them to watch for the Son 
of Man is coming. Warns them to escape "all these things 
which will come to pass", which are the wars, desolations, 
and destruction accompanying the Perousia. 

166..The Parablesof the Ten Virgins 
Primitive, but unhistorical 

16”. Parable of the Talents 
Mt. 25:18-30. (See sec. 143, 121). 


Jesus did: 


Jesus said: 


There is not enough difference to this 


account to warrant repeating what was said ins 
The idea is the same as in the Tuan account, only the 


money is substitued forthe cities s a reward. 


168. Concerning the Judgment of the Son of Man 


Eramivive, bur unhistorical 


169. Jesus Lodges on the Mount of Olives 


Wk.11:19 (See sec. 146) 


Or 
(ey) 


of the Chief Priests 
Jesus did: nothing 
Jesus said: nothing 
171. The Annointing of Jesus 
Wk. 14:3-9. (This passage is questionable) 


Jesus did: ateat home of a leper, permitted the annointing, 


praised the woman. 


my body.." 


If this cascage is authentic, it too 
suggests the™end ". Whether Yecus had the annointing - 
for his burial or for the messianoc kingshib is diffi 
to tell, but that does not alter the expected event. 
Jesus wac to leave them for a while. The kingdonlis 
coming. "Wherever the gospel will be. preached" sounds 

ma 
as if some time was to elapse before the kingdon. it die, 
and hence this phrase is a later addidtion. 


7 172. The Plot of Judas and the Rulers 


Mk 14:10 
Jesus did: nothing 
Jesus said: nothing 


173. Lhe ei Supper 


Mk. 14:1°-31. (This passage is questionable) 


“Although this section is questionable and 


eed upon it, it casts 
J a 
esus specificly refers to the 


not too much dependence can be pla 


a shadow before ibis 


@rinking of the fruit of the vine in ‘he kingdom. There 


Jesus said: "but me ye have not always". "She has annointed 
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1ggestions of the kingdom (thdwoes, the sorrow, 


he raising up of Jesus, the smiting of the shevherd and 
the sheep), but they must be dismissed like all the 
apocalyptic sections that wer e primitive, but not 
Phistorical,: 


174, The Agony in Gethsemane 


Mk. 14:32-42. (Only the setting is historical) 


This gection too must be passed over without 
any discussion. 


175. The betrayal and arrest 


Jesus said: "but this is done tha the scrbp ures might 

be fuifillea". 

This statement of Jesus reveals the fact 

that he believed himself still being driven to fulfill the 
prophesy. He is the Messiah who hase been expected. In 

this way he again shows he is not breaking with the paste 


176. The Trial before the Jewich Authorities 


We do not know whether Jesus asnwered 

T am" to the High Priest's question "Art thou the Christ, 
'the Son of the Blessed 7", but he acted that way even if 
he ©id not say it. The next few words cetaihly are 
eschatological in their intent:"and ye shall see the Son 
of Men sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming with 


~@louds of heaven". 


ye a ee 


Mikes .14:53-72. (The skeleton of this vassage is historical). 
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ae 6g 
_ the trial before Pilate 


, 15:1-5 are the only authentic verses. JX. 15:6-20; Lk. 
23:4-16 are questionable. 
Jesus did: nothing 


2e€sus said: "Thou sayest". 


Jesus seems totally indifferent to what 

is going on around him, he knows his duty and is following 
it-to the very letter. 

178. The Crucifixion 


Wk. 15:21-41. Only the outline is historic l. 


Jesus goes to his death, vindicating the , 
words of the centurion,"Truly this man was the Son of 

God," Whether or at the last quoiétion from Psalms 

was an expression of discouragement or triumph is difficult 
t° say. But I believe that Jesus' faith in his Father 
remained firm to the end. That quotation is really just 
the beginning (Psalm 22:1) of a pselm which closes with 
the prais-s of Jehoveh., And Jesus knew that. 

179, The Burial of Jesus 


Mk.15:4°-47 (Only the outline is historical) 


‘This “oes deal with what he did or said so Ls 


he) 


offers no help to the problem, 
the 


180, The Watch at Sepulchre 


Primitive, but not historical 


The Resurrection Narratives 


181. The Resurrection Morning 
Primitive, but unhistorical 

182. The Report of the Watch 
Primitive, but unhistorical 

183. The Walk to Emmaus 
Primitive, but unhistorical 


184, The Appearance in Jerusalem, Thomas Yeing Absent 


'Prinitive, but uvrhistorical 
185. The Appaerance to the Eleven in Galilee 
/Primitive, but ounhistorical 
&86. The Final Appearance and the Ascension 


Primitive, but unhistorical 
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Chapter 3 


Various "Keys" Attempted 


You have just read a section by section 
analysis of the historical and primitive parts of the 
Synaptic Gospels. Several themes stand out much more 
prominently than others, but the "Kingdom ofFGod" pre- 
dominktes all the sections most of all. In this chapter 
I shall attempt to prove this contention by using several 
of the "keys" which will unlock some of the sayings and 
aets of Jesus, but not all of them. In the Introduction 
T asked the question :"Is there any ruling motive or key 
+o Jesus?". This chapter paves the way for the answer 


ive the next one. 


An Earlier Study 


+ attempt to find an answer I 
started out in the Gospé& of Mark with the divisions 
made by Burton and Willovehby in their "A Short Intro- 
a€uction to the Gospels" pp.43-46. This seheme when 
finished did not solve the problem. So instead of using 


the six by four cards again, I put my next study on large 


sheets of psper. 


my results in table form. 


And so now before me on my desk is that 


| 


paper covered with columns of figures. Hach column rep- 


resents some idea in the gospels and each number rep- 


ents some reference to that idea. The columns are 


This time I used all the gospels, putting 


i, ar ae Y 


— 


- es 


see a ea Ce< 5 
fe The werd and phrases like these: divinity, Son 


casting out demons, the worthwhileness of personality, 
ipPayer, high idealism, a sword, to preach, for the glory 

of God, faith, truth, love, contras s, interim ethic, 
hucility, predestination, modesty, ete. As I read through 
‘the gospels and came to one of these ideas, I would jot down 
the number of the section in which it was found. In this 
way I attempted to check my impressions of the "keys" in 


Jesus' life. 


The numerical facts bore ovt my impression, 
namely that the kingdom of God surpassed all of them in 


number of times repeated. Let me continue the examination. 


The "Did" Passages in the Synoptics 
his 
Jesus gaid and did many things in lifetime. 
q Which are the more inportant ? Shall I depend on what he 
aid for an answer to the »roblem ? Or ‘hall I depend on 
what he said ? What he said ig more important than 


what he did. This fact is borne out by a chart 4 matte. 


The third time I went through the Ilarmony 
I made a list in parallel columns of the things that he 
said and did, balancing them section by section. He 

. _ ‘i said 
gaid much more than he did. The things are more 
ficant than the things he did. 
Here followw a list of the things he did in the 


ig considered primitive and Biaporicats 
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went to the temple at twelve 
eRe, waxed strong 


' refutes the Pharisees 
rebuked the unclean spirits 
appointec the tvelve 
eured diseases, plagues, and blindness 
permitted his feet to be wahsed 
taught 
awoke Jairus' daughter 
entered the synagogue 
>sent forth the twelve 
gave instructions 
commanded the disciples 
calmed the wind 
guotes from the 0.T., offended the Pharisees 
drove out ad on 
healed one who was deaf 
fefused a sign, rebuked the m1titude 
rebuked the disciplse, healed the boy, exp 
saw through the minds of his disciples 
refused to call down fir eon the city 
set his face toward Jerusalem 
sent out the seventy 
answers a lawyer 
@alled at “artha's home 
ate with Pharisees without ceremonial washing 
ineurred wrath of the Scribes 
taught in the synagohue, healed on Sabbath, 
received and ate with sinners 
blessed little children 
spoke, ate, converted 4acchaeus 
fold a parable 
astonished the multitude 
aroused the chief priests and serives 
east out money changers 
did not prohibit erucufixion 
refused to reveal source of his authority 
walked in temple 
outwits Pharisees 
watched multitude in treasury 
permitted his anyointing 
ate at lepers house. 


lained his method 


| eee few of these events will conflict with 
a ae was suggested asa possibility in the Intro- 
@uction). Most of his deeds narrow down to the healings, 
{the Syrophoenician one contradicts the command he gave 
his disciples about going only to the "lost sheep 

of the house of Israel"; more of hhin one later), the 


rebukes, the refutations, his conversations, his meals, 


his breaks with the past, and his “omissions”. 


These omissions are imporktant for a thorough 
understanding of his morality. By omssions 1 mean the 
things he did not do, or that he did not prevent from 
happening, as the crucifixion, the trials, the calling of 
fire down from heaven, etc. Some of thes ad mand special 
attention, others ean be dismissed with the assertion 
that they are only expressions of the predestination 
element in his life, but I shall do nothing more than 

to eall attention to the problem here. For further 


diseassion, see Chapter 5. 


Like wise further discussion of the things 
Jesus did will be postponed to Chapter ® as there seems 
no immediate conflict.among the list above. Now to try 


several of the "keys". 


The Family 


Tf the family is used for a key to under= 


Jesus, it seems to work in the majority of cases. 


ess, poverty, meekness, love of God and fellow 
gineertty, humility, forgiveness, repentance - all 

: 4 into the family idea. Even the escghatological passages 
i@an be included except the punishment, the woes, the slay- 
‘ings, the judgment, the spparation,etc. These cause the 
family to be ruled out. Although the family will take 


"eare of God's elect, the inner group, it is not broad 


enough, 


Love 


Jesus says "Love your enemies","love God", 
Mlove your neighbor". Love seems to be the common factor 
in his life, but examine any of the'warnings' and see if 
love predominates. The sme objections to the family 


likewise rule owt love. Consider his talk with the rieh 


young man. At first Jesus loves him, then he commands him 


+o do something whie? makes him turn sorrowfully away. 


Furthermore, many of Jesus' ethics depend on reward, not 


em love (See sections, 25,36,50,74, 109,110,etc); or ex- 


amine the stern morality found in his teachings (See 


sections 40.70-74,109,etc),and you will see why love will 


not be the key. 


Glosely allied to love, but more abstract 


4s the truth. Section 37 ghows the absolute ideal set 


up for enemies, adultery. In section 48 Jesus prefers the 


In 51 the will of God is set up 


' 
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er illustrations of where truth is the standsrd. But 


er), nor the discrepancies between teaching and vractice in 


nO? une yi 10. 


+ 
v 
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The Abnormalities of 


foo much time shovld not be spen* in 
analyging the "keys" to Jesus' life, put something should 
be said about the abnormal interpretations which began 


with Stravsse and hhve followed ever since. ‘The majority 


ms ’ ; j 
of them have attacked the paranoie tencencies in *esuss 


vee the vest survey of the field, see Bundy 's 
nThe Psychic Health of Jesus". Strauss called Jesus a fan- 
atic, but omitted the apocalyptic el ment (p.7). Renan 
elaimed Jesus passed through moral decenpration; by 


usine miracles, he currendered his idealism (p.9). Von 


7 


Martmann:"Then, as he ssw death appraoching...His belief 


in his messiahship was only a fanatical fiction"(p.14). 
Soury:"The cross saved Jesus from comple’e inseanity"(p. 
20). Washburn: "the faith of a diseased mind"(p.27). 
Holtman:" aconstant transition from ecstacy to compromise" 
(p.54). Rasmussent p.64),Nirsch (p.80) and Binet-Sangle 


(p.104) all considered Jesus paranoiac. The last says: 


"The one precept that dominated al’ others was the duty of 


admiring 


mew and ten center in him.(p 14) 


truth eannot explain the "Interimsthik"( to be discussed lat- 


him....Of his sixty-three precepts, only eleven are 


o: P "4 


All these vario ¢ attem ts to catalogue 


iy deine pe Pies , ; 
The ored@fination interpretation that Schweitzer uses through- 
out his book takes care of most of the paranoiae trends 


in Jesus. 


Respeet for Personality 


Similar to the family of God idea, this 
‘characteristic of his teachings applies to those within 
the kingdom, not t se without. Jesus respects all 
perso pelieiee this mission grows from "the lost g@heep of 
Israel" to the world),before the Parousia. He tries 

to save them all, but his belief in the infinite worth- 


whileness of personality (see sections 61,57,94,105, 1107, 


136,) ends with the judgment. 


Sundry Interpretations 


I have already mentioned in Chapter 2, The 
Analysis of the Gospels, the question of predestination, 


“love and command, the system of rewards, the paternal 


theism of the sermon on the mount andthe Lord's prayer. 
All of these keys, plvs the ones just mentioned in detail, 


are n°t broad enough in their scope for the truest 


interpretations of Jesus. Only one will do it, the kingdom 


* 


of Heaven. 


The Main Contention 


I contend that the morality of Jesus as 


revealed in the Synoptics can best be understood from 

the viewpoint of the kingdom of God. I also believe, 

as the next chapter will show, that the kingdom was 

coming soon with most of the apocalyptic accoutrements. 
The eschatological elements were present in Jesus' thought 
and influenced what he said and did, in fact, they were 


the one predominating factor. 


The logical conclusion to the above pemagraph 
would be: then Jesus has no help for the world today in 
its search for moral stability. I do not agree to that 
inference as my more elaborate reasons will show in both 
Chapters 5 and 6. But briefly, I maintain ‘that Jesus! 
whole life had its roots in aschatology. His acts and 
teachings start from the premise of a kingdom of God 
which wag coming soon. But, I also maintain that his 
morality has slovghed off the unimportant echatological 
elements and still stands today as the ebst guide for 
our morality. Just ac music began in the beatings of 


the tom-tom and transcended it, so with the mo rality of 


Jesus. 
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Chapter 4 
The Kingdom of God 


In this chapter I shall attempt to show what 


Jesus meant by the kingdom of God. Four steps will be 
necessary 40 accomplish this. They are: first, the 

general acceptance of the term kingdom; and a few definitions; 
secondly, the refutations of a few attempts to disprove the 

' apocalyptic element in the teachings of Jesus, plus the 


positive assertions in these same statements which are 


Sha 


supposed to prove the opposite; thirdly, the few apparent 


~ 


exceptions to the kingdom interpretation explained; and 


+1, 
H 


lastly, the more definite internal proof from the cocpels record 


| itself. 


General Acceptance of the Kingdom 


No matter how much scholars differ on the 


eae 
guestion of eschatology, they all agree that the Kingdom 


Wee : ; ; . 4 
of God’ is used many, many times by Jesus in his teachings. 


If we accept Terry's statement about the use oftheaven' and 
10d! (col. 1, p- 518, Hasting's Dictionary of the Bible), 


st matters not which one is used. They are interchangeable. 


The kingdom of God is found thirteen times in Mark, thirty 


nad forty eig in Matthew, with a 
four in Iwvke, and fort) ght i tthew, witt total of 


ninety-five (Gilbert on p.932, Diet. of Christ andth 


Gospels.) Thus there can be no question about ites large 


use. 
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Gilbert (p.184, The Revelation of Jesus) tells 
that the Son of God, the Messiah, the Son of Yavid, the 
King of Israel, the Coming One, and the Holy One of God 
all mean the same thing, but that Son of Man is Jesus' own 
pecvliar phrase (p.185.). It is a more officaal term than 
Son of God which is messianic, but also ethical. (ps bees 
He also disagrees with Terry in the use of heaven, stating 
that Jesus probably used the kingdom of heaven (see p.986, 
Dict of Christ and the Gospels). I agree with “ilbert in 


his regard. 
The Refutations 


While quoting from Gilbert, let him keep 


on speaking about the eschatology in Jesus' teaching. He 
6 Y 


sums up the ideas of Jesus indo the "Rule of God", whieh 
means to do "righteousmess" as shown an the Sermon on the 


ah 2 


Mount. In principle, I agree; > t when he makes several 


exceptions,such as, the parables of the Tares, the Drag 
Net, the Laborers in the Vineyard, one of the Beatitudes, 
then all of the hell and Gehernna passages( which he admits 
is aplace after death), and rules them out of the consider- 
ation for no good reason, then he makes a big mistake. 

And in addition, he not only makes the above exceptions, 
(see p.933 in the Dict. of Christ and the Sospels), but he 
completely omits any reference at all to the Prrousia, the 
resurrection, and the judgment. ‘These elements can hardly 


be interpreted by ean inner, spiritual world. 


im) 
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A supporter for the cause of eschatology is 

Eakin in his "Getting Acquainted with the New Testament”. 

‘He felt that the disciples misunderstood Jesus (p.64), but 

- Jesus went ahead nevertheless. Me felt that he would return 
"as described in Mark 13. "Jesus shared certain apocalyp- 

) tic expectations about the manner of its coning".(p.360). 
Bakin also believed that Jesus prophesied about his own 

| resurrection and death (p.373). Because of these prophesies 
and of his @ pendenve on Mark 13, his work must be c€iscounted 


as a final basis for our opinion. 


Jones in the "New Testament in the twentieth 
Century" lines up the arguments on both sides of the 
question, then tries to refute the eschatological support. 
F He begins by setting up the pure eschatological conclusions: 
a is completely coverned by thie idea; he is predestined 
to end this order of the world and to establish the kingdom; 
fhe never rose above this opinion (I disagree with this); 
hence, his ethics are an "Interimsethik" - to b rrow a 


word of Schweitzer. (p.102). 


In the next twenty pages he outlines three sets 
of arguments, about the pro-eschatology, about the anti- 
eschatology, and about the anti-interim ethie idea. His 
first one I shall omit because it is like most of the 
other arguments(Messiah_ship, pover and glory, John, impennd- 


persecutions, nearness of judgment, prediction pe“ore Caia- 


phas). 


t 
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When he begins to argue against the eschat- 
ological elements in the kingdom, he starts out with 

two scripture passages (Mk.3:24,27: the kingdom divided 
against itself} and the strong armed man). But both these 
passages can be interpreted the opposite way. His next 
argument is about the Ninwardness of the kingdom", based on 
the Ik.10:21-23 passage. Not only does this passage not 
fill his claim, but it is also unhistorical (see sec. LOzZI: 
Next, he says the kingdom is already here, with the answer 
to the Baptist as the foundation for it. Read in sec. At 
and you will see Jesus does not say that the kingdom is 
here. His last point is that some of the prophecies (he 
does no: claim all of them) have been fulfilled: such as 
the naturel hatred between relations, his own family’s un- 
belief, judgment alrea y working out. These could all be 
anewered if space permitted, buy they are unimportant as 
arguments. For these aftcr all were only to the signs 


of the coming. 


Jones' next outline of arguments was directed 
against the interim ethic on four grounds: it does violence 
to the moral teachings of or Lord,(this only sentimental); 
that the kingdom was already present (answered above); that 
the ethical and eschatological teachings are separate in the 
Gospels (not a good argument, but contrast it with Schweit- 
zer's analysis of the Serm n on the Mount, last part of ch. 
19, "The Quest. ); and lastly that the history of the Church 


disproves the ideafanother weak point. Look at the teach- 


ings of Jesus from the viewpoint of Jesus, not of two 
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usgand years; the last argument proves the value in 
Jesus' ethics, which I dont deny, but it does not dis- 


prove the interim ethic.) 


aH lbyér (The Influence of Christ) uses 

questions and sarcasm againgt the apocalyptic interpretation 
of Jesus(pp.3-7), but when this same weapon is turned 
toward the other side it shows just a great wealmesses. 
He supposes - to use only one of hic arguments - that the 
writers of Jesus' words put their own ideas into the month 
of Jesus. Now that question could very easily be reversed 
without proving a thing. 

As For Von Dobschutz (The Eschatology of the 
Gosples')-he considers Jesus is coming soon end that he was 
send by God. About this point, he says:"No modern scholar 
will deny, I trust, that Jesus Himself and his discisples, 
including the Apostle Paul, shared this persuasion” (p.6). 
‘Similarly, Edersheim felt that Jesus was the Messiah for 
in his acount of the baptism(p.45, Jesus the Christ) there 
is no question in his mind about the Mecsiahship. Malden 
considered that Jesug considered himself fulfilling scrip- 
ture(and that meant, the Messiah) and that Jesus never 
ewerved from that point even at his death. (pp.181-1879 Prob- 


lems of the New Testament’ Today"). 
3 


Still another advocate of the eschatologi- 


eal interpretation is the author of the Enecye. Biblica article, 


"Eschatology, pp.482-487. Without any analysis of the six 
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sent, he passes onto the three main stages of the 
apocalyptic happenings. These steps in the kingdom's 
arrival are the Parousia, the Day of Judgment, and the 
Resurrection. All of these he backs up with ample 
 seripture evidence, ma)ing no less than twenty-six re- 
ferences. But in order that no doubt will remain, 1 
ghall take tue gix quotations which he felt presented the 


kingdom as present, but which he aid not pay much attention 
’ . 


to in his discussion: they are TH. ©6337: 1S; Llc leis 


21:31; Lk.17:21. Taking them in order: 1). "But seek ye 


first his kingdom..." This means +o seek it by acting 


ye in by the narrow 


righteously in this age. 2). "Ente 


gate.." This refers to the gate of heaven as explained in 


the analysis in chepter 2, sec.40. 3), "The law and the 


prophets were until John..." By transfering this passage 


+o its parallel column in Iuke which is the primitive 


source, Jesus is talking about the "gospel of the kingdom" 


cy 


4), "Then is the 


and not just the kingdom. kingdom of 


God come upon you". This is the only passage tha offers 


f all the others it is not 


any dufficulty, but im the light o 


very important. 1% might be referring to the immediacy of 


the kingdom. 5). This passage ig not historical, 6). bike- 


wise this passage is unhistorical. 


Shailer llagth ews clinches the matter of the 


eschatological interpretations of Jesus. In his "the 


Messianic Hope of the New Testament” he gives the seven 


elements in the Phhrisaic 4dea of the "End" and ghows how 
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Six Of them( the two ages, pr cent and coming; 


mie Present is evil and it igs Jesus" job to cast the prince 
jt evil into hell; the future is the kingdom, it will come 
suddenly; the judgment with Jerus as judge; the resurrection; 
"Jesus is the Messiah; the kingdom is only for the Jews). 

"MOf these the last is the one Jesus repudiated. (pp.70-74). 
There is not time to quute the descriptions of the kingdom 
on pa ges 82 and 83, but I shall just mention one more 
statement of Matthew's:"After thus examining the Sayings of 
Jesus concerning his relation to the kingdom, it is impossible 
"to reach any other conclusion then that he was convineed that 
he was the Christ and that he was to inaugurate the king- 


dom he foretold, and the influence of which he was already 


‘bringing to bear upon men"(p.107). 


A Few Exceptions Explained 


Tt is #£@r easier to deal with the 
excceptions that to try to build up a complete case for 
eschatology as I shall attempt in the next section of 

this chapter. But already the majority of the unruly 
examples have been mentioned and answered in the precegding 
section under "Refutations". The unity of the gospels 


will be apvarent if some pf the sorethumbs are healed. 


tarting again at section i in the 
analysis (Chapter 2) there are only tww statements about 
the kingdom that really offer difficulty. They are the 
parables of the mustard seed and the leaven. For if the 


a! . ; 
ngdom is to. come cataclysmicly, then how can it some 
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Somebody once said that each parable had only 


one correct lesson. If that is so,then these will give no 


a 
u 


he 
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trouble. Schweitzer joins with his explanation of 
deaven and the mustard seed that of the sower. He then 
proceeds to show how important the idea of the harvest 
is in the mind and thinking of Jesus (p.354, The Quest). 
bie even states that the time of harvest time would makk 
the end of this present age and begin she kingdom. renting 
the place that the harvest plays in the mind of Jesus, how 
about the leaven? Schwe tzer then maintains that the 

eommon element in all of these parables is the mystery of 
the kingdom. He stresses very much the miraculous in the 
spreading of the kingdom. It comes about by divine, 


not human help. The important element then is not the 


time, but thehow. Thus these parables disappear as obe 


jeetions to the eschatological interpretations. 


At no other places in the Analysis are there 


contrary opinions about the P»rousia, the two ages, the 


judgment, the resurrection, and the Messiah. 


Scriptural Proof 


From all of the above study, it must be ob- 


vious that Jesus made the kingdom central in his teaching. 


It is also obvious that the kingdom was coming soon and that 


he was the messiah who would usher in the new age. But if 


I suggest that for 


- 
. 


the last chapter has not been enough, 
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f you reread the Analysis in chapter 2. 


to the kingdom and the comments written after each sec- 
tion. But because sometimes disconnected discussions 
‘like the one in chapter 2, are dif*icult to follow, I 
‘ghall here present a very brief, but comprehensive 


Ppicture of the "End", which eesus talked about. 


I shall divide the discussion into three 
parts: the Parousia, the Judgment, and the Resurrection. 
The Parousia is coming in the future: "Thy kingdom come™ (I. 
; 

'11:2); "that many shall come...and sit down with Abraham, 


and Issac, and Jacob in the kingdom of€ heaven" (I!T.8:11); 


(for Lk account sec sec.121); "Blessed is he that shall 


be 
© 


eat bread in the kivgdom"(Lk.14:15); include all tl 
parables on the unexvecte? coming and the harvest: the 
‘Mares (1t.13:°4-30), the Drag Net (Mt.13:47-50), the 
vineyard (Mt.20:1-16), the Marriage Feast (12.22:1-22), 
the Talents (1%, 25:14-30). The -arousie is coming in 
the future, but just when no man knows. Consider the 
unexpected coming parables mentioned above). The Son 
of Man will be coming in all his glory.(Mk.10:37). He wall 


will also come within this generation (lft. LOPES) 


The Judgment was to be a very important 
item in the Parougia. The parables of the Tares, the 


Drag Net, etc,illustrate how the good will be separated 


from the bad. “And shall eact them into the furnace of 
fire"(Mt.13:42). "to go into hell, into the unquenchable 
. fire"(uk.9:43). Jesug will be the Judge who will east out 
ee " 


- darkness Pies 0 see). There is no need of 


sionéing all the passages on the woes and the 

future bliss for the poor, lowl’, meek etc., and the 
future damnation for the rich, the proud, and the masters. 
(See the Beatitudes and parts of the Sermon on the Mount). 
Then, too , there arethe passages dealing on offenses (Mk. 
9:42.50) which warns people to be good otherwise they 
Will have all the tortures of hetl. There are other 
illustrations dealing with the judgment and the large part 


it pl layed in the kingdom, but there is not time nor room 


+o include them, 


The “egvrrection gave to the elect eternal 
is 

even though they come from the four corners of the 

globe (Ik.13:29). They shall have eternal life (TEvI0+29.. 


Wot only will the elct receive et-rnal happ iness, but 

are 
those who blaapheme the holy spirit (ke .3:29) gies also 
guilty of an eternal sin, The ~“ieked have no pars in 
*he resurrection, being cast out. Those who have done 
‘he will of God become sons of the resurrection. They do 


1 


not die, bt become equal unto the angels. Wor can they 


@ie any more. (Ik. ewes ess 


I feel thet by this time the reader has 
found out my idea of the Kingdom as portrayed by Jesus. 
With this background of the eschatological interpretation 
of the gospels, let us now examine its ethical contents 


for the solution - if possible - of the original problem. 
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Chapter 5. 
The Absbilute in the "Interimsethik" 


Purpose 


The purpose of this chapter is to search 
through the life and teachings of Jesus for the "absolute 
standard" in his thics or moratity. I have shown the 
facts of his life pointing to the kingdom of God in- 
terpretation. But now the more difficult job of showing 
the ethical and moral meaning of the kingdom lies ahead. 
By ethical and moral, I mean, the definition given in the 


eniroduct Lon. 


I want it also understood that in this 

chapter I am not trying to derive from the teachings of 
Jesus an absolute standard of morality for this day and 
é ie 
v 


age. 1 am merely pointing out the morality of vesus 


as he understood it, especialy in the light of the eschato- 


logical applications mentioned above. 


The morality of Jesus is so well known that 
T shall not attempt to reproduce all the teachings in the 


Gospels. 1 shall deal only in general terms with it: undex 


the headings of the inner life, personal ethics, man to 


man, man to God, and with a summary at the end. 


oe 
¥ ’ 9 2 


The Inner Life 


Sinceraty of motive and singteness of purpose 
in life were what Jesus said of the inner life. "Let your 
eye be single”. In other words,see only the kingdom. 
Consecrate your whole being to its attainment. Never mind 
the world, but lay wp for your_selves treasure in h aven. 


Emphasize the spibitual. 


Although the outer manifestations of the 


4nner world are important, put your main attention on 


prayer. Section 41 illustrates that point. Ask, seek, 


and knock, You will receive what you want. Che iia n 


13). In the prayer he left to posterity, he said to 


pray, "Hy kingdom come". (Ik,11:2) Closely allied to 


his adviée about prayer was the giving of alms. Do it 


an secret.(Mt.6:4), and thy Father who seeth in secret 


will recompense thee. 


Running all through Jesus' preaching 


was the inner life, but jt ig also found in the thingé he 


dia. Jesus prayed much. (I have before me an analysis 


of the times Jesus prayed, how long he prayeé, ~here he 


prayed, what he prayed, etc. In this analysis I made, I 


found over thirty references which shows how predominant 


prayer was in the life of Jesus). Jesus'praying naturally 


leads into a discusshon on the Father, but that will be done 


later. (See section labelled "Man to God"). 


ee still another phase of Jesus! life which 


7?) 


96 


. He transcends it as has been shown in the Analysis 
Ghapter 2. He is not interested in the cerenonialism 


of the Law at all. He does not, however, destroy it but 


j if Ren 
‘of Jesus), Jesus extracts the spiritual elements from the 
Old Testament without abrogating the original. Thus, 

it is easy to see how important wes the inner life for 


ny * * > i * 
Jesus; in fact, it was so important that it overshadowed 


a11 other considerations. 


And the only way to attain complete spirit- 


ual peace and oneness with the Father (admission to the 


kingdom) was to repent. "Repent ye, for the kingdom of 


heaven is at hand" (Mk.1:15) began his sveaching and it 


5 , ae ; 
remained his theme to the very end. Seweitzer interprets 
v 


fF all of Jesus’ ethics in the one phrase "Repentence in 


expectation of the kingdom"(p.95, The Mystery of the 


kingdom of God) which implies a moral renewal. (He makes 


the word "repentence have a much more positive meaning 


then usual in his definition of it on page 94). Unless 


you do repent, you can in no wise enter the kingdom. Only 


those who have had this moral change can enter in the 


narrow gate. 


Hence, it is fair to say that prayer ( the 


inner life) is apart of the “Interimgethik" and is in 


accord with my interpretation of the kingdom of heaven. 


fulfills it. As Headlam says (p.219, “The Life and Teachings 


Personal Ethics 


The »~ersonal thies of Jesus are well known - 


the duty of self sacrifice, the love of God and man, 
self-abnegation, humility; poverty, - can all be best 
understood through the interim ethic. fon has been made 
of the mete element in Jesus' teachings. Because the 
Parousia was coming answers the question. "This same 
conviction (about the end) expla’ns the extremist ascéticn 
ethical system of Jesus (p. 405, Jesus of Nazareth by 


Klausner). 


— The instructions given to the Seventy 
illustrates how peoole were to act. Hurry, hurry, and 
preach repentence to the people. The end will soon be 

here . The kingdom is at hand. Never mind about 

the things of this world, There is no need for instructions 
in sexual matters for the world will soon end; nor do they 
need teaching about the state (p.d12, “offatt: The Appraach 


rt “i < na Fs 
to the New Yestament). Align yourself with the kingdom 


end all will be well. 


The personal ethics might be summed up like 
this : repent, and assume humility, be willing to serve, 


ineur persecution, and you will receive the kingdom. 
Man to Man 


The second is like unto it "Thou shalt 


love thy neighbor as thyself" (Mk. 12:31). (See see. 103). 


Tesus stressed service. Preach, heal, and teach, Do 


things for other pedople. "Andi asoye would that men should 
do to you, do ye also to them likewise" (fk. 6:51). “The gab- 
~ bath was made for man"(1%k.2:28) ‘“bove your enemies" Ke 
6:27). “And if thy brother sin against thec..."(Mt.18: 
15-17). There are many other sayings of Jesus which 


illustrate the same point, but the keynote of his service 


sayings lies in his discourse on humility. 


-On the way to Capernaum the disciples 

start disputing among themselves as to who shall be the 
greatest. Jesus reading their minds,tells them "If any 
man would be first, he shall be last ofall, and servant 

of all” And continuing with the same noint, illustrating 
his statement with a little chila,"Verily, I say unto 

you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God 


as a little chidd, he shall in no wise enter therein". 


igec. 92). 


Thus his man to man ethic" depends also 


on the kingdom. Repent for the kingdom is at hand. Unless 


you mend your ways and become humble, and serve your 


fellowmen, you will in no wise enter into the kingdom. 


Yan to God 


In answer to the question,"What shall dL. &6 


Jesus quotes the 01d test- 


*. 


to inherit eternal A ae Ul aad 


ament and then tells him: "The first is, Hear, 0 Israel; 
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eur Goa; the Lord is one: And thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
' and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength"(Itk.12 
29,30). Consecrate yourself to God and to doing his will; 
then and only then will you be admitted anto the kingdom. 
Jesus' whole life was dominated by his allegience to the 
Fatherhood of God. "..That I may preach there also; for 
to this end came I forth" (Ik.1:38). "For yours is the king- 
dom of God™(Lk.6:20). "“e merciful, even as your Father is 
pereiful"(ik.6:36). “Our Father who art.."(LK.11:2). "2 
thank thee, O Father,... that thon didst hide. (ie ees 
"that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your 
trepasses"(Mk.11:25). All of Iuke 12:22-34 shows the Fath- 
er's care for his children. 
Someone said that all of Jesus' teaching 
was about "The Rule of God". That is true, but it is only 


another way of speaking about the kangdom. 


Although God is love, he is love only 
up to the beginning of the kingdom. After that, to those 
who have done his will (repented), he is still love; but to 
those who have not done his will, he will mete out pun- 
4shment by casting them into the fires of hell. So the 


only sensible thing 4o do is repent. 


Those who repent are thus destined for 
the kingdom. Schweitzer feels that repentence is part of 
the predestination preachec by Jesus. Only by virtue of 


being heek, poor in spirit, ete., - and not because they 


o 5 way - are they predestined for the kingdom (p.355, 


~ 


“The Historical Quest). And he likewige removes the 
thought that the reward is really a rewrd after all because 
it is relieved against a background of predestination. I can 


2 


not accept his first interpretation of predestination, but 


there is some predestination in his teaching. 


The predestination in his teaching deals 
with his idea of God. God has a way of life for man to 
follow. It ig man's duty to follow the will o* God. But 
he must first choose to follow that will; he must repent. 
Thus, the idea of free will creeps into the Gospels. But 
once having made the decision, then man must submit himself 
without any reserve to the will of God. It will be much 
better for him if he does this, for he will be one of tie 
elect at the day of judgment. Again, there is the idea of 


love and command. 


Summary 


When moderns look at the morality of Jesus, 
they either attempt to eliminate the eschatology or to 
sublimate 4t into his ethics. But neither is corpect. 
Instead of trying to interpret the eschatology by the ethics, 
reverse the process and interpret the ethics by the eschat- 
ology. That is what I have been doing in certain specific 
areas of his ethics. Now to examine them as a whole. 


In the gospel of the kingdom of God, there 


’ 4g only one absolute: "Repent". (I an using this word in 


c= 


} 
> 


wi - 98 


es | 
explained). It has some synonyms which 


ae 


help to make it clearer: "seek the kingdom"; "do the 


1 of my Father"; "do the things I command was Lore 
ee ' 
the Lord thy God" and the second is like unto it "love thy 


neighbor". 


If in the search for the absolute, I look 
ter am sindividual rule which will work infallibly and give 
instructions for each individual act, I am doomed for 
failure. For by its very nature an absolute must be 
universal j not particularistic. But if I seek for an abso- 
lute which will be universal, which will depend for its 


interpretation ippon the individual conscience, I find it 


in Jesus. It is "Repent". 


"Repent". And your inner life will become 


single in its purpose. You will find the will of God. 


Repent", And you will become like your 
Father in heaven. You will be made perfect in your 


personal Late; 


“Repent”. And you will love your neighbor. 


For that is the will of God. 


"Repent™, And you will love your Father, 


for that too is his will. 


"Repent", And you will be admitted into 


a 


the kingdom. 
ie 


oo. 


mn becomes the absolute. As I said 
this means more than just the negative quality 
n is aseribed to it today, but it also means a 
positive regenration of the spirit. It is an ethical 
Pride tate which Jesus sets wp to his disciples, It no 
longer is a set of rules, but is now a principle. The 
absolute has done PERE with the need of rules. It now 
becomes positive instead of negative. It demands 

an absolutenes of allegience to the ethical absolute. 
It supersedes all trivialities and becomes the pearl 
of great price which is worth all that anyone has. 


$6, to conclude with the absolute: "Repent 


we 


with the expectation of the Kingdom". 


Conclusion 


At the end of Chapter 2 under "The Main Conten- 
tion", I stated that the natural inference from the 
postion just taken above is that Jesus has no help for 

the world today in its search for moral guidance. For, 
some argue, if Jesus lived, preached, and dded, with the 
one idea of the immediate coming ff the kingdom, then 

his preaching was for that sort of a world. And if for 
that sort of a world, he has nothing to offer today 

where the illusion about the coming in the clouds of 

glory has been dispersed, I admit thet Jesus preached 

only with the "Interim" in mind, in fact I maintain it. 
But I also matntain that Jesus has much to say to the world 


of today as to how it shall live its life. 


Keeping in mind the attitude of Schweitzer 


toward the ethics of Jesus, consider this statement: "service 


is the fundamental law in the interimethic" (p.76, The 
Mystery of the Kingdom of Cod). The idea of service has 


not been outworn through the ages. 


Nor has the necessity of suffering for oness 
ideal. Wor has the love of God. Nor has the personal 
morality of love, hum’lity, prayer, ete., which Jesus 
emphasized. He preached a conditional ethic, put it be- 


cave a universal ethic. 


4 Remove the one element in his teaching that 
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Wd, the Parousia, and you have the 
> needs today. The call for repentence is needed 


For him, ethics was to be climaxed 


with a divine event, but for us it has become an end in 
itself. And so taday, his teachings are just as potent - 


and much more so - than they were two thousand years AZO. 


Personal Conclusion 


I suppose my backsround rebels against all 

this dissecting - at least, something does. And I 

am almost ready with Judas to ery "Give me back my Jesus". 

wer somehow this sort of an analysis makes me feel like 
battle war 

the general who won a was and lost a bataAlLe. Or like the 

man who killeé the golden goose. Or like the girl trying 


to find ovt what a sveater was, unravelled the whole of 25 


It is not complete. 


Jesus somehow remmins a mystery. The whole 
is greater than ite ports all put together, There is a 
paradox greater than I can fathom. It must be just Jesus 


himself. What is He ? Who is He ? I shall answer and 


elose with the words of Scwweitzer:(p.401, The Historical 
Jesus): "He comes to us as Oneunknown, without a name,as of 
old, by the lakeside, He came to those who knew him not. 


He speaks to us the same word:"Follow thou me!" and sets us 


to the tasks which he has to fulfill for our time, He 


commands. And to those who obey him, whether they be wise 


am 


ie 
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Winself in the toils, the 


ghall learn in their own experience Who He is". 
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